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Hlomnj  Scope 


North    Carolina's    Highest    Civilian 
Honor    Presented 

Seven  distinguished  North  Carolinians  are  recipients  of  the  presti- 
gious North  Carohna  A^vard,  the  highest  civihan  honor  the  state  can 
bestow.  The  2004  North  Carohna  Award  for  Science  was  presented 
to  Annie  Louise  WUkerson  '38MD  of  Raleigh,  the  first  female  doc- 
tor of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  in  Raleigh,  who  has  been  blazing 
trails  for  other  women  to  follow  all  her  life.  Wilkerson  won  the 
award  for  a  lifetime  devoted  to  caring  for  others. 

The  North  Carolina  Awards  have  been  presented  annually  since 
1964.  Since  then,  more  than  200  outstanding  North  Carolinians  have 
been  selected  as  award  recipients  from  nominations  that  come  from 
citizens  throughout  the  state. 

Born  into  a  family  of  doctors  in  Apex  in  1914,  Wilkerson  has 
been  a  pioneer  for  most  of  her  90  years.  At  the  age  of  2,  she  began 
accompanying  her  father  on  his  rounds.  As  a  teenager,  she  was 
already  skilled  in  basic  medicine;  at  the  age  of  20,  she  delivered  her 
first  baby.  Determined  to  become  a  doctor,  Wilkerson  earned  her 
undergraduate  degree  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and 
her  medical  degree  from  MCV.  In  1948,  she  was  named  president  of 
the  staff  at  Rex  Hospital,  where  years  later  she  would  be  recognized 
as  the  first  Distinguished  Physician  of  Merit.  In  1954,  she  was  elected 
president  of  the  Wake  County  Medical  Society  and  in  1961  became 
the  first  chief  of  staff  at  what  is  now  Wake  Med.  Her  work  has  been 
recognized  with  countless  awards  and  honors  including  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Award  from  MCV,  Rex  Hospital's  first  Distinguished 
Physician  of  Merit,  and  the  Distinguished  Service  Award  from  the 
North  Carolina  OB/GYN  Society. 

Judith    Woods    Named    Vice    President 
of    Legal    Affairs 

Trubion  Pharmaceuticals,  Inc.  has  named  Judith  A.  Woods  '81PhD, 

vice  president,  legal  affairs  and  chief  patent  counsel.  Trubion  is  a 
biopharmaceutical  company  focused  on  the  discovery  and  develop- 
ment of  medicines  to  treat  inflammator)'  diseases  and  cancer. 
Woods'  primary  responsibility  will  be  to  expand  and  manage  the 
company's  patent  estate.  Woods  developed  her  intellectual  property 
experience  through  her  positions  at  biotechnology  and  pharmaceutical 
companies  including  Abgenix,  Inc.,  where  she  was  associate  general 
counsel.  Intellectual  Property. 


Tower  Club  Reception:  Rosan  Choi  '95MD,  Judith  Pederson  '87MD,  Dr. 
Hugo  Seibel,  Cynthia  Gauss  '89MD,  and  Jodie  Norton  OOMD 


Infectious    Diseases    Expert    Joins 
VaxGen's    Board    of    Directors 

Myron  M.  Levine  '67MD,  the  co-founder  and  director  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland  School  of  Medicine's  Center  for  Vaccine  Devel- 
opment (CVD),  has  joined  VaxGen's  Board  of  Directors.  Dr.  Levine 
is  expected  to  play  an  important  role  in  ad\'ising  the  company  as  it 
launches  large-scale  clinical  studies  and  advances  its  product  candi- 
dates through  licensure  and  into  international  markets,  if  and  when 
the  products  complete  clinical  development  and  are  approved  for 
sale.  As  the  Co-Founder  and  Director  of  the  Universitv'  of  Maryland 
School  of  Medicine's  CVD,  Dr.  Levine  has  overseen  a  wide  range  of 
research  programs,  clinical  evaluations  and  large-scale  field  studies  in 
infectious  disease. 

Law    Named    President    of    Ohio 

O  P  HTH  A  LM  O  L  O  G  I  C  A  L     SOCIETY 

Mark  S.  Law  '87MD'91HS,  was  installed  as 
president  of  the  Ohio  Ophthalmological  Society 
(OOS)  during  its  annual  meeting.  The  Ohio 
Ophthalmological  Society  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive, cohesive  group  of  professionals  dedi- 
cated to  ophthalmology  in  Ohio.  Prior  to 
becoming  President,  Dr.  Law  served  as  District 
Representative,  Treasurer  and  President-Elect. 

Dr.    Wood    Selected    as 

Associate   Dean   for   Student   Activities 

After  a  multi-faceted  interview  process,  Isaac  K.  Wood  '82MD 
'86HS,  has  been  selected  as  the  School  of  Medicine's  new  Associate 
Dean  for  Student  Acti\'ities.  Dr.  Wood  maintains  his  appointment 
in  the  Department  of  Psychiatry  and  will  continue  to  teach  M2  and 
M3  students. 

Exagen    Diagnostics    Names 
Suzanne    Mattingly,    PhD, 
Vice    President    of    Business 

Exagen  Diagnostics,  an  emerging  leader  in  the  rapid  identification 
of  practical,  genomic  markers  for  prognostic  testing,  named 
Suzanne  Mattingly '79PhD,  to  the  position  of  Vice  President, 
Business  Development  and  Marketing.  In  this  role,  she  will  estabhsh 
strategic  business  relationships  with  reference  laboratories  and  phar- 
maceutical companies  to  develop  and  commercialize  new  sets  of 
genomic  markers  for  diagnostic  testing  and  drug  development. 
Mattingly  joins  Exagen  with  20  years  of  life  science  experience  in 
marketing  and  business  development. 

Writing    "An    Owner's    Guide    to    the 
Human    Body" 

Jim  Walkenbach  '72MSBiophysics,  has  \vritten  An  Owner's  Guide 
to  the  Human  Body.  Dr.  Walkenbach  speaks  around  the  country  on 
topics  of  nutrition  and  general  health. 

Tower    Club    Reception    Draws    DC- 
Area    Alumni 

The  School  of  Medicine  is  hosting  a  number  of  alumni  receptions 
around  the  country.  Dean  Dickie  Newsome  '71HS,  and  Dr.  Hugo 
Seibel,  retired  Associate  Dean  for  Student  Activities,  welcomed 
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alumni  and  former  housestaffto  Vienna,  Virginia's  Tower  Club  on  Social  Analytic  Learning  Society,  and  the  American  Association  for 

Nov.  3.  Approximately  50  alumni  from  the  Washington,  DC  area  Higher  Education. 

attended  the  event.  In  January,  the  School  wall  host  three  events 

in  Florida.  MCV    Alumni    Association    partners 

WITH    Genworth    Financial 

Dr.    Wilsie    Bishop    appointed    as  _,,    ,,„,,,        .,       .    .       r,,^,!        ^      ■         .u  ^  u 

ET-roiii-    »»r« A_ ».,„..,.„.,  I  he  MCV  Alumni  Association  or  VCU  is  partnenng  \vith  Genworth 

ETSU    s    VP    FOR    Administration  „.        .  ,  ....  .    ,,  j    ri 

rinancial,  a  new  public  insurance  holding  company  comprised  or  the 

Dr.  Wilsie  S.  Bishop  '70BSN'72MS,  has  been  appointed  the  new  businesses  from  General  Electric  Financial  Assurance  and  GE  Mort- 

Vice  President  for  Administration  and  Chief  Operating  Officer  at  gage  Insurance,  to  bring  alumni  protection  from  the  financial  and 

East  Tennessee  State  University.  She  has  served  as  Dean  of  the  uni-  family  burden  of  long-term  care  (LTC). 

varsity's  College  of  Public  and  Allied  Health  since  1994.  Bishop  will  Genworth  Financial,  the  U.S.  leader  in  LTC  insurance  coverage, 

replace  Dr.  Wa)Tie  ^Andrews,  who  will  become  president  of  More-  offers  plans  to  fit  each  family's  needs.  Their  more  than  one  million 

head  State  University  in  Kentuck)'  as  of  Jan.  1.  As  Vice  President  poliq'holders  have  chosen  to  protect  themselves  uith  Genworth's 

for  Administration  and  Chief  Operating  Officer,  Bishop  will  oversee  LTC  insurance  for  many  reasons.  The  dominant  themes  that  drive 

several  universit)'  divisions,  including  continuous  improvement,  their  decisions  include  preserving  personal  and  financial  indepen- 

human  resources,  information  technology,  public  safety,  and  student  dence,  helping  reduce  the  burden  on  themselves  and  their  loved 

affairs,  and  will  act  as  a  haison  beUveen  the  President's  Office  and  the  ones,  and  maintaining  the  ability  to  choose  their  method  and  loca- 

Division  of  Intercollegiate  Athletics  and  the  Office  of  Internal  Audit.  tion  of  care. 

Bishop  is  Chair  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Allied  Health  An  LTC  workshop,  "Is  Long  Term  Care  Insurance  the  Answer 

Deans  at  Academic  Health  Centers  and  has  been  instrumental  in  the  for  Your  Family?"  is  scheduled  for  Feb.  3,  2005  from  6  to  7:30  p.m. 

development  of  an  Allied  Health  Reinvestment  Act  that  is  being  con-  on  the  GE  Financial  campus  at  6620  West  Broad  St,  Bldg.  4. 

sidered  by  Congress.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Tennessee  Educational  To  register  for  the  workshop  or  to  learn  more  about  the  varied 

Council  for  Health  Sciences  Professions,  Association  of  Schools  LTC  coverages  offered  through  Genworth  Financial,  please  contact 

of  Allied  Health  Professions,  Tennessee  PubUc  Health  Association,  fellow  alumnus  Victor  Penzer  at  (804)  741-8102  or  e-mail  him  at 

dawgwoodsva@niindspring.com.  Victor  is  available  for  one-on-one 

consultations  and  workshops. 

Dear  «»»»  »" ' ""■"'  .       .„,  „ ,„ ,to«r.  « ».» ""'"tS^wl'mH" ««««■> 

Academic  Campus),  I  hope  y  MCV  Alumni  Association 

VCU's  vibrant  future.  ^^^^^^^^^      ^"J .^^ScVation  presidents 

Ourtwocomptehe..e.umnia.^^^^^ 

„,VCU--areble.ed..^^^ 

Bill  Ginther  69BS  74MM  ^^^^^^,n  Murnn  ^^  ^^^  ^,^  ^n  the  dyn  ^^  ^^,^„ts. 

alumni  organizations,  l^m  ^^^„,  ^f''  iancin^  VCU  through  numerous  pr  g 

ways,therehasneverbeenabettert  .,  ^e  exciting  weeks  and  months         ^  ^ 
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irginia  Commonwealth  University  ranked  350th  out  of  the 
top  400  charitable  institutions  last  year  by  The  Chronicle  of  Higher 
Education.  The  Chronicle  conducted  the  survey  to  determine  which 
U.S.  nonprofits  raised  the  most  in  donations  fi^om  individuals,  foun- 
dations, and  corporations. 

"This  achievement  is  a  great  tribute  to  our  many  loyal  and  generous 
donors  who  care  deeply  about  our  programs,  students,  and  faculty'," 
remarked  Peter  Wyeth,  Vice  President  for  University  Advancement. 
"VCU  is  moving  into  the  higher  ranks  of  institutions  of  higher  edu- 
cation in  a  number  of  areas  and  this  is  one  measurement  that  gives 
proof  to  this  assertion." 

The  14th  annual  Philanthropy  400  reported  good  news  for  the 
country's  non  profit  organizations.  Giving  to  the  nation's  400  most 
successful  fundraising  groups  rose  by  a  total  of  2.3  percent  last  year, 
a  sign  that  charities  are  beginning  to  see  a  recovery  from  2002,  when 
the  organizations  on  the  Philanthropy  400  suffered  a  loss  of  1.2  per- 
cent. Combined  donations  to  the  400  charities  in  the  sur\'ey  totaled 
$47.1  biUion  last  year,  which  means  the  nation's  biggest  charities 
raised  nearly  $1  out  of  every  $5  contributed  to  the  couLntr)''s  more 
than  850,000  charities  last  year. 

Total  private  support  for  education  totaled  515,246,186,973  for 
2003,  a  1.2  percent  increase  over  2002. 
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2004  A  umni  Award  Recipients 


MCV  AJumni  Association  of  VCU  award  recipients  Corinne  Dorsey 
'54N'65BS,  Hodges-Kay  Service  Award  and  H.M.  Lee  Medicine  HS 
'63,  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award 


Janet  A.  Silvester  '79BS  recipient  of  the  Pharmacy  Alumnus 
Service  Award,  and  Susan  L.  Wyant  '74BS'78DPHA  recipient  of 
the  Distinguished  Pharmacy  Alumnus  Award 


George  W.  Burke  III  '70MD  (right)  presents  the  Caravati  Service 
Award  to  Frederick  Rahal  '59MD'62HS'53BS/Pharmacy 


Stephen  Yang  '84MD'94HS  recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Medical 
Alumnus  Award 


Lewis  T.  Rogers  '51D  (center),  1st  recipient  of  the  Dr.  lames  H. 
Revere,  Ir.  Outstanding  Sei-vice  award  presented  from  Dr.  James 
H.  Revere,  Jr.  '65DDS  (left)  and  Dean  Ronald  J.  Hunt 


Dean  Ronald  J.  Hunt  presents  the  School  of  Dentistry's  Harry 
Lyons  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award  to  Ronald  L.  Tankersley 
'68DDS'71HS 
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2004  Alumni  Classe, 


Alumni  shared  laughter,  fun  and  memories. 
Five  classes  celebrated  50-year  reunions. 


School    of    Medicine    Class    of    '54 

The  Class  of  Medicine  1954  enjoyed  a  lovely  evening  at  The  Country  Club  of  Virginia  for  their  individual  class  event.  Those  in  attendance  were:  Drs.  Letcher 
Barnes,  Baxter  Bell,  Irwin  Bogarad,  Charles  Burch,  Lou  Cowling,  Leonard  Davis,  Henry  Dwyer,  BiUie  Elliott,  Helen  Ellis,  Lewis  Fox,  Rudy  Garber, 
Anthony  Gialamas,  Edgar  Goldston,  Winston  Gouldin,  Mary  Lou  Hoover  Hale,  Henry  Harrison,  Don  Hatten,  John  Heatwole,  Freeman  Jenrette,  Robert 
Kluge,  Thomas  Long,  John  Markey,  William  McLean,  Don  McNeill,  George  Mitchell,  Richard  Newton,  Laiuie  Reimie,  Samuel  Rentsch,  Robert  Richards, 
Alton  Sharpe,  William  Stuart,  Pendleton  Thomas,  George  Thompson,  Archibald  Wagner,  Ohlen  Wilson,  Enmia  Jane  Yoho  and  Alan  Yoho. 


Ellis  Quinn  Youngkin  (WHNP  Post 
Master's  Certificate  '78)  recipient  of  the 
Outstanding  Nurse  Alumnus  Award 


June  Tumage  '59BS'71MS  recipient  of  the 
Nurse  Alumnus  Award  for  Outstanding 
Service 


Virginia  L.  Edwards  •72BS'77MS'75FXP 
Certificate  recipient  of  the  Xurse  Alumnus 
Award  for  Outstanding  Practice 


Reunion  Weekend 


2004  Alumni  Classes  Celebrate 


School  of  Pharmacy  Class  of  '54 

Seated  Row  from  left  to  right:  Stanley  P.  Leicester,  Robert  S.  Lawrence,  Zed  J.  Wampler  Jr.,  H.  Malcolm  Robbins 

Standing  Row  from  left  to  right:  James  P.  Lamar,  Howard  S.  Kerpelman,  Roland  G.  Garrett  Jr. ,  L.  Wilbor  Cheatham  Jr. ,  Grayson  G.  Fitzgerald, 

Pearl  L.  Thacker 

School  of  Dentistry  Class  of  '54 

Seated  row  from  left  to  right:  Drs.  Donal  A.  Funkhouser,  David  R.  Stanton,  Alden  S.  Anderson  Jr.,  John  N.  Harman,  Bernard  I.  Einhom,  Benjamin 
E.  Thrailkill  Jr. ,  Glenn  E.  Gurganus,  Edward  P.  Henry  Jr.,  Charles  L.  Halstead 

Standing  row  from  left  to  right:  Drs.  Joseph  F.  Outten,  Harry  L.  Mears  Jr.,  Perry  N.  Trakas,  Don  D.  Hyatt,  Henderson  P.  Graham,  Byard  S.  Deputy, 
Guy  B.  Merritt,  Charles  S.  Fralin 
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School  of  Nursing  Class  of  '54 

Seated  Row  from  left  to  right:  Corinne  F.  Dorsey,  Kenna  Bays  Holt,  Margaret  N.  LeFebvre,  Ruth  Tuckwiller  Sweet,  Janet  LawTence  Morris, 
Mary  Lou  Keyes 

Standing  row  from  left  to  right:  Barbara  M.  Watts,  Ann  Early  McDermott,  Cornelia  W.  Stephenson,  Elizabeth  Boyer,  Helen  Cook  Stiebel,  Cathr\"ne 
C.  Kennedy,  Elizabeth  Healy  Wildman,  Lois  T.  Batton,  Mary  Luttrell  Adams,  Louise  White  McConnell,  Edna  W.  Morgan,  Elizabeth  S.  Behnke 

St.    Philip    School    of    Nursing    Celebrated    Reunion    Weekend    and    Honored    the 
Class    of    '54.    The    Class    of    '54    Honorees    Were: 

Glenys  Christian  Clemens,  Anna  Greene  Davis,  Annie  White  Harrison,  Burlette  Cooke  Trent 


2004  Reunion  Gatherings 
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Dietetic    Internship    Program 
75th    Anniversary 

Alumni  who  graduated  from  the  MCV  Hospitals 
Dietetic  Internship  Program  were  invited  to  attend 
a  75th  Anniversary  Celebration  Oct.  16  and  17,  2004. 
Approximately  100  alumni  returned  for  the  celebra- 
tion which  used  as  its  theme  "Shaping  Dietetic  Careers 
for  75  Years."  Activities  throughout  the  weekend 
included  tours  of  the  VCU  Medical  Center,  a  keynote 
address  by  Tompkins-McCaw  Library  archivist, 
Jodi  Koste,  who  shared  enhghtening  and  entertaining 
points  from  the  program's  75  year  history,  and  a 
special  memorial  service  to  remember  deceased  alumni. 
During  the  weekend,  a  campaign  to  establish  the 
Ann  Robbins  Scholarship  for  interns  was  announced. 
Alumni  from  the  1940s  pose  here  for  a  group  shot  at 
the  Larrick  Center. 


Past    Presidents 

From  left  to  right:  Rebecca  P.  Snead  P'85P,  Edward  J.  Wiley  Jr.  '56M,  Katherine  C.  Bobbitt  '56N, 
Barry  V.  Kirkpatrick  '66M,  Catherine  P.  Saunders  '82AHP,  Ruth  W.  Campbell  '57M,  Aim  D. 
Broaddus  '59N,  Richard  D.  Barnes  '77D,  Frances  W.  Kay  '59N,  Alvin  J.  Schalow  Jr.  '61P, 
Michael  O.  McMunn  '77D 


Alumni  enjoy  selections  from  a  luncheon  buffet. 


CCV    Reception 

The  Country  Club  of  Virginia  was  the  setting  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  16  for  a  special  neighborhood 
alumni  reception.  Alumni  who  reside  in  nearby  areas  were  invited  by  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 
of  VCU  and  the  VCU  Alumni  Association  to  mingle,  preview  renderings  of  planned  new  campus 
buildings,  and  hear  about  all  of  the  latest  developments  on  the  MCV  Campus  and  the  Monroe 
Park  Campus.  Alumni  association  presidents  Becky  Perdue  '62BS(CLS)/AH  and  Bill  Ginther 
'69BS'74MS/B  welcomed  the  crowd  of  200  alumni  and  guests  who  also  heard  a  university  update 
from  President  Eugene  P.  Trani. 
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Change  is  Coming  to  MCV 
Monroe  Park  Campuses 


By    Marcy    Horwitz 


-Iji  August  2004,  VCU's  Board  of  Visitors  approved  an  updated 
Master  Site  Plan  —  "VCU  2020"  —  to  guide  the  development  of 
VCU  over  the  next  15  years. 

VCU  engaged  the  Richmond  architectural  and  planning  firm 
BCWH  and  Hanbury  Evans  Wright  +  Vlattas,  a  national  firm,  to 
assist  in  the  creation  of  "VCU  2020."  This  plan  represents  a  great 
vision  for  both  the  MCV  Campus  and  the  Monroe  Park  Campus 
(formerly  knovinQ  as  the  Academic  Campus).  More 
than  40  new  facilities  are  envisioned  in  the  new 
master  plan.  The  cost  —  more  than  $1  billion  — 
viTll  be  met  by  both  the  public  and  private  sector. 

How  will  the  new  plan  affect  the  MCV 
Campus? 

Sheldon  Retchin,  Vice  President,  Health 
Sciences,  wears  many  hats.  He's  in  charge  of  six 
health  science  schools  on  the  MCV  campus,  the 
VCU  Health  System,  its  hospitals,  practice  group 
and  an  HMO.  He's  well-versed  on  what  it  takes  to 
be  a  nationally-ranked  medical  center. 

"On  average,  medical  schools  spend  about 
$20  million  a  year  for  new  facUities.  That's  not  for 
people  or  equipment.  That's  just  for  facilities," 
says  Dr.  Retchin,  quoting  fi-om  a  2002  survey 
conducted  by  the  American  Association  of 
Medical  Colleges. 

Big  numbers  like  that  don't  scare  Dr.  Retchin. 
And  that's  good,  because  the  improvements  to  the 
medical  campus  are  going  to  cost  a  lot  of  money. 

■  A  new  School  of  Medicine  building,  a  500,000 
square-foot  project,  is  VCU's  highest  priority  for 
the  next  state  bond  bill.  The  new  VCU  School  of 


Medicine  vnR  provide  state-of-the-art  classroom  and  laboratory 
facilities,  in  keeping  with  VCU's  ranking  as  one  of  the  nation's  top 
medical  schools. 

The  Critical  Care  Bed  Tower  is  a  SI  10  miUion,  state-of-the-art 
facility  that  wfill  provide  300  critical  care  and  medical-surgical  beds 
on  the  site  of  the  old  steam  plant  on  13th  Street  at  the  VCU  Medical 
Center.  Once  the  critical  care  tower  is  complete,  the  VCU  Health 


System's  strategic  plan  includes  replacing  North  Hospital  with  a  cancer 
hospital  as  part  of  an  expanded  Massey  Cancer  Center. 

The  New  School  of  Nursing  building,  a  $14.6  million  facility  to  be 
located  at  1 1th  and  Leigh  Streets,  will  help  alleviate  the  state's  critical 
nursing  shortage.  Modern  nursing  education  and  research  facilities 
will  allow  VCU  to  double  the  number  of  nursing  students  and 
expand  research  and  clinical  service. 

■  The  Massey  Lab  Annex,  a 
$36  million  structure,  will 
offer  80,000  square  feet  of 
additional  research  space. 

The  Medical  Sciences 
Building  #2  will  add 
125,000  square  feet  of  edu- 
cation and  research  space 
at  a  cost  of  $35  million. 

These  improvements 
represent  the  next  wave  of 
research  expansion.  But, 
Dr.  Retchin  cautions,  it's 
not  just  about  facilities. 

"We  have  to  invest  in 
people  as  well,"  he  says. 
Over  the  next  10  to  15 
years,  the  federal  budget 
will  flatten  in  terms  of  its 
investment  in  research. 
As  a  consequence,  schools 
like  VCU  will  have  to 
become  more  competitive 
if  they  are  to  continue  to 
grow.  New  labs,  computer 
simulation  facilities  and 
other  technological 
advancements  will  allow 
VCU  to  attract  and  retain 

the  finest  researchers,  educators  and  students  —  the  people  it  needs 
to  maintain  its  national  standing. 

Not  surprisingly,  VCU's  expansion  plans  have  created  some  con- 
troversy. 

The  new  School  of  Medicine  will  replace  West  Hospital,  a  move 
criticized  by  some  historic  preservationists.  Brian  Ohlinger,  Associate 
Vice  President,  Facilities  Management,  talks  about  the  obstacles  that 
confronted  those  who  wanted  to  save  the  63-year  old  building  that 
was  originally  built  as  an  acute  care  hospital. 

"You  can't  renovate  that  facility  in  any  substantive  form,"  he  says. 
Asbestos,  weight  bearing  walls,  outdated  plumbing  and  HVAC  systems 
are  only  part  of  the  problem.  It's  the  building  itself  that  is  the  major 


impediment.  The  distinctive  X-shape  only  uses  60  percent  of  the  avail- 
able space.  "We  just  can't  afford  that  anymore,"  says  Ohlinger. 

Dr.  Retchin  agrees.  "West  Hospital  simply  cannot  be  used  for 
the  most  critical  purposes  needed  on  the  MCV  campus:  research 
and  education." 

Although  the  West,  A.D.  WUliams  and  Nursing  School  buildings 
can't  be  saved,  VCU,  working  with  the  Department  of  Historic 

Resources,  has  pledged  to  try 
and  preserve  the  most  archi- 
tecturally significant  features 
of  the  buildings  —  like  the 
ornamental  brass  doors  and 
grilles  from  West  Hospital 
—  and  incorporate  them 
into  the  new  buildings. 

"VCU  2020"  envisions 
major  improvements  to  the 
Monroe  Park  Campus  as 
well.  Look  for  these  changes 
over  the  next  15  years: 

The  Monroe  Park  Cam- 
pus Addition.  This  $199 
million  project  includes 
the  new  School  of  Busi- 
ness, the  second  phase  of 
the  School  of  Engineering, 
two  residential  colleges,  a 
renovation  of  the  historic 
Central  Belting  building 
to  house  VCU's  Adcenter, 
an  executive  conference 
center  and  underground 
parking  for  800  vehicles, 
all  located  east  of 
Belvidere  between  Main 
and  Canal  Streets. 

For  the  Grace  Street  "area  of  interest"  —  a  tract  of  land  east  of 
Belvidere  bordered  by  Grace  Street  and  the  alley  between  Grace 
and  Franklin  Streets  —  the  Master  Site  Plan  envisions  a  mix  of 
University  and  private  development. 

"The  VCU  2020  Master  Site  Plan  articulates  a  vision  that  reflects 
VCU's  status  as  a  major  research  university,  and  as  an  institution  com- 
mitted to  fostering  the  best  possible  learning  environment  for  our 
students  and  faculty,"  says  Eugene  P.  Trani,  PhD,  President  of  VCU. 

While  some  projects  vnW  be  completed  as  early  as  2009,  it  will 
take  at  least  15  years  for  the  Master  Site  Plan  to  become  fully  opera- 
tional. When  that  happens,  Dr.  Trani  makes  this  promise. 
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"You  will  see  a  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  that  is  more 
integrated  in  the  community  but  with  better  facilities  to  compete  at 
every  level." 

Want  to  learn  more?  Read  the  Master  Site  Plan  at 
www.ycu.edu/ftnd/masterplan_final2004.pdf. 

VCU's  Track  Record  on 
Historical  Preservation 

VCU  is  no  stranger  to  historical  preservation  and  the  importance  of 
saving  older  facilities  whenever  possible. 

The  university  owns  155  buUdings,  eight  of  which  are  individu- 
ally designated  on  both  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and 
the  Virginia  Landmarks  Register.  The  Egyptian  Building  has  the 
distinction  of  holding  National  Historic  Landmark  status. 

On  the  Monroe  Park  Campus,  43  buildings  lie  within  one  of  the 
five  Historic  Districts  listed  on  both  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Districts  and  the  Virginia  Landmarks  Register. 

A  brief  listing  of  VCU's  track  record  in  preservation  is  impressive. 

The  MCV  Alumni  House  was  completely  renovated  after  moving 
the  Maupin-Maury  House  across  Clay  Street.  VCU  saved  the  Jacobs 
House  by  moving  it  across  Cary  Street.  The  university  completely 
renovated  a  Franklin  Street  townhouse  when  it  created  the  Robertson 
Alumni  House.  The  MCV  Foundation  renovated  the  Beers-Newton 
House.  The  acquisition  and  renovation  of  the  Scott  House  resulted 
in  a  Virginia  Landmark  designation  for  this  property.  Franklin  Terrace 
and  the  Grove  Avenue  Music  Center  will  be  renovated,  at  a  cost  of 
$3.6  and  $3.5  million,  respectively.  VCU  worked  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Historic  Resources  on  the  renovations  to  Hunton  Hall. 
The  Capital  Belting  Building  wall  be  renovated  as  part  of  the  Monroe 
Campus  Addition. 

"VCU  takes  historical  preservation  seriously  and  has  dedicated 
significant  resources  to  this  task,"  says  Brian  Ohlinger,  Facilities 
Management. 

Share  Your  Memories! 

West  Hospital,  the  School  of  Nursing  and  A.  D.  Williams  Chnic 
may  soon  be  gone  from  the  landscape,  but  they'll  live  on  forever 
in  our  memories.  What  are  your  memories  of  these  buildings? 
What  were  some  of  your  most  meaningful  moments  and  expe- 
riences? Share  your  remembrances  v^fith  future  generations  of 
students  and  faculty.  E-mail  Michael  Greene-Russell  at 
magreene@vcu.edu  or  vwite  to  her  at  P.  O.  Box  843044, 
Richmond,  VA  23284-3044. 


Memories  of  West 
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or  Louis  Oliver  Wilson  '65N,  it  was  never  "West  Hospital." 
It  was  simply  "the  hospital."  Wilson,  a  supervisor  for 
Interim  Health  Care  for  Norfolk,  the  Tidewater  and  the 
Peninsula,  has  fond  memories  of  the  old  building  and  the 
years  she  spent  there. 


"MASH  on  Broad  Street."  Their  caps  may  have  been  starched.  Not 

much  else  at  West  Hospital  was  that  rigid. 

"It  was  wild  and  wacky,"  Wilson  remembers.  "Politically  incorrect 
and  always  on  overcharge." 

West  was  a  busy  inner  city  hospital  in  those  days.  The  lobby 
teemed  with  people.  Elevators  were  manually  operated  then  —  and 
there  were  a  lot  of  them.  At  peak  times,  the  services  of  an  elevator 
traffic  controller  were  required  to  keep  up  with  the  flow  of  patients, 
visitors  and  staff. 

Students  worked  hard.  After  hours,  though.  West  Hospital 
became  downtown's  social  hotbed. 

Dates  were  scheduled  on  the  run  in  the  rotundas  —  "the  cross- 
roads of  the  universe"  —  that  connected  the  different  wings  of  the 
building.  It  was  not  unheard  of  for  flirtatious  residents  and  pretty 
young  nurses  to  spend  a  few  moments  together  at  the  end  of  a  long 
workday.  And  the  hijinks?  Wilson  remembers  them  well.  How  about 
the  time  a  medical  student  dangled  an  X-ray  technician  out  of  a 
16th-floor  window?  Or  the  time  when  Wilson  herself,  earning 
extra  money  as  a  ward  clerk,  spent  an  entire  shift  sitting  on  a  med 
student's  lap? 

Flirtations  aside,  true  love  flourished  in  those  antiseptic  corridors. 
Wilson  herself  met  her  husband,  Christopher,  at  the  Chapel  on 
West's  17th  floor.  The  couple,  who  now  live  in  Norfolk,  recently 
celebrated  their  40th  wedding  anniversary. 

"Dr.  Sampson.  Dr.  Luke  Sampson."  Before  the  advent  of  the  mobile 

phone,  the  hospital's  Telepage  system,  and  the  nameless,  faceless 
operators  who  ran  it,  was  the  lifeline  that  connected  doctors  to  their 
patients.  The  cadence  of  those  pages  is  etched  into  Wilsons  memory. 

"It  was  always  the  same.  'Dr.  Coleman.  Dr.  Morton  Coleman.' 
'Dr.  Allen.  Dr.  Gerald  Allen.'  They  would  start  at  7  a.m.,  and  they'd 
go  all  day  long,"  she  says.  Paged  doctors  would  call  in  to  a  central 
switchboard  to  find  out  where  they  were  needed.  Interspersed  \\ith 
the  real  emergencies  and  medical  consults  might  be  a  page  Irom 
some  nurse  just  about  to  go  oft-shift. . . 

"Telepage  was  like  the  heartbeat  of  the  hospital,  and  had  a  won- 
derful, constant  rhythm.  When  it  went  oft  abruptiy  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  it  was  as  though  the  heartbeat  had  stopped.  The  sudden  quiet 
was  eerie,  and  shocking." 

"Dr.  Layman.  Dr.  David  Layman.  Tliis  is  Telepage,  and 
good  night." 

The  beacon  on  the  hill.  At  the  end  of  a  long  day,  ^Vilson  would 
return  to  her  dorm,  the  late  Randolph  Minor  Hall.  From  her  ^\"indow 
she  would  watch  the  red-and-white  beacon  atop  \Vest  Hospital  as  it 
sent  its  light  up  and  down  Broad  Street.  It  would  continue  to  rotate 
all  night  long,  until  the  light  of  dawn  would  bring  the  nurses  and 
doctors  back  to  West  for  another  long  day  of  helping  patients  and 
savins  lives. 
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VCU's  Life  Evac  Helicopter  Helps  Save  Lives 


By    Joan    Tupponce 


A  cold  February  rain  sheeted  the  Life  Evac  heUcopter  as 
David  Trueman,  registered  flight  nurse,  and  his  crew- 
mates  boarded  the  aircraft,  headed  for  the  site  of  an 
automobile  accident  near  Hopewell.  It  was  a  rescue 
mission  that  Trueman  won't  forget. 
When  the  chopper  arrived  at  the  scene,  the  crew  found  the 
mangled  vehicle  wrapped  around  a  telephone  pole  in  a  frightening 
u-shape.  The  driver  was  trapped  inside  with  his  leg  wrapped  around 
the  pole  and  his  body  stretching  from  the  front  to  the  back  seat.  The 
rain  made  the  rescue  even  more  difficult.  "We  had  no  cover,"  True- 
man  recalls.  "It  was  intense.  I  was  lying  on  top  of  the  trunk  of  the  car 
controlling  his  head.  At  first  he  was  combative.  We  had  to  work  with 
the  fire  department  to  have  the  man  sedated  and  intubated." 

Once  the  driver  was  freed  from  the  wreckage,  the  Life  Evac  heli- 
copter transported  him  to  the  VCU  Medical  Center  where  he  recov- 
ered. This  type  of  scene  repeats  itself  each  day;  sometimes  several 
times  a  day.  Stationed  at  the  Milhon  Air  Building  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Richmond  International  Airport,  the  Live  Evac  Eurocopter 
EC  135  twin  engine  aircraft  is  ready  to  respond  at  a  moment's  notice. 
"We're  on  duty  24/7,"  says  Robert  Hamilton,  program  director. 
"Because  of  the  equipment  we  have  onboard  —  ventilator,  invasive 


monitoring  equipment,  pharmacy  of  different  drugs,  etc.  —  we're  a 
flying  ICU.  We  are  capable  of  carrying  two  patients  at  a  time  along 
with  the  a  pilot,  registered  flight  nurse  and  paramedic." 

During  interviews  with  prospective  crew  members,  Hamilton 
emphasizes  certain  elements  of  the  job  to  make  sure  they  understand 
what  they  are  signing  on  for. 

"This  is  a  very  different  environment,"  he  explains.  "It's  highly 
dangerous;  there  are  temperature  extremes  and  lots  of  vibration. 
There  are  other  extremes  as  well.  They  can  go  from  being  placed  in 
the  back  of  a  car  that's  upside  down  in  a  ditch  to  walking  into  an 
ICU.  We  look  for  people  who  are  good  at  what  they  do,  and  we  teach 
them  everything  it  takes  to  do  their  job  in  this  en\'ironment." 

The  crew  responds  to  all  types  of  rescue  missions  within  a  100 
to  150  nautical  mile  radius  of  Richmond  wth  the  exception  of  river 
rescues  and  search  missions.  Throughout  the  year,  they  deal  with 
weather  issues  that  inhibit  their  availabilit)'  to  transport  patients  as 
well  as  capacity  issues  at  hospitals  around  the  state. 

"When  you  have  heavy  wind  you  question  why  you  are  out  here 
doing  this,"  Trueman  says.  "But,  anyone  on  the  flight  crew  can  call 
the  flight  off.  All  three  people  on  the  crew  make  the  decision  to  go." 

Eighty-five  percent  of  the  patients  transported  by  the  helicopter 


are  transfers  from  hospital  to  hospital;  15  percent  are  out-of-hospital 
transfers  —  accidents,  sudden  illness,  etc. 

"We  average  about  600  flights  a  year,"  Hamilton  says.  "Some  days 
are  slow  and  we  may  only  have  one  flight  in  24  hours.  Other  days  we 
may  have  three,  four  or  five  in  a  24-hour  period." 

Last  January,  June  Turnage's  '59BSN'71MS,  cousin  suffered  a 
terrible  fall  as  a  result  of  a  seizure  and  was  transported  to  the  emer- 
gency room  at  Rappahannock  General  from  her  home  in  Kilmarnock. 
It  was  only  26  minutes  from  the  time  the  emergency  room  called  for 
the  Life  Evac  helicopter  to  the  time  it  arrived. 

"When  you  live  in  a  remote  area  and  see  that  helicopter  come  in 
with  its  state-of-the-art  equipment  and  professionals  on  board,  it's  so 
wonderful,"  Tumage  says. 

The  program  began  operations  in  October  2001,  providing 
on-scene  medical  care.  VCU's  Life  Evac  helicopter,  a  partnership 
between  VCU  and  Air  Methods,  is  one  of  two  programs  of  this  type 
in  the  area.  The  other  program,  EMS  Med  Flight  1,  is  a  partnership 
v«th  the  Virginia  State  Police  and  the  Chesterfield  Fire  Department. 

"We  do  a  fair  amount  of  joint 
responses,"  Hamilton  says.  "We  have  a 
good  working  relationship." 

Along  with  a  pilot,  the  helicopter  is 
staffed  with  a  critical  care  nurse  and 
paramedic.  "From  a  nursing  perspec- 
tive, we  look  for  three  to  five  years  of 
critical  care  experience  as  a  nurse," 
Hamilton  says.  "If  they  have  EMS  expe- 
rience, that's  a  bonus.  We  also  want  our 
paramedics  to  have  three  to  five  years 
of  experience.  We  would  like  for  them 
to  have  that  experience  in  a  busy 
911  system." 

Currently,  the  staff  consists  of  six 
full-time  nurses,  five  full-time  para- 
medics, four  pilots  and  two  mechanics. 
All  of  the  pilots  are  prior  military  with 
thousands  of  hours  of  flying.  Two  part- 
time  paramedics  and  two  part-time 
nurses  are  being  added. 

Air  Methods'  partnership  with  VCU 
is  strong,  Hamilton  says.  "VCU  pro- 
vides the  nurse  and  paramedic  as  well  as 
the  clinical  oversight  in  the  form  of  an 

operational  medical  director  Dr.  Harinder  Dhindsa,  an  attending 
physician  in  the  emergency  room.  He's  responsible  for  every  aspect 
of  the  clinical  side  of  competency  and  evaluation." 

Dhindsa  oversees  the  medical  side  of  the  program  which  includes 
training,  personnel  hiring,  quality  assurance  and  interfacing  with 
various  departments  in  the  hospitals  as  well  as  referring  facilities. 
He  spends  about  20  hours  a  week  at  the  airport,  working  with  the 
program.  "He's  one  of  the  most  active  medical  directors  that  I've 
worked  with,"  Hamilton  says. 

"I  try  to  go  up  in  the  aircraft  to  evaluate  the  crew's  performance," 
Dhindsa  explains.  "I  also  meet  with  customers  on  the  sending  end. 
The  helicopter  is  a  great  way  to  get  out  to  remote  areas." 

Even  though  the  program  is  under  strict  standards  from  VCU,  it 
functions  autonomously  during  rescue  missions.  "The  crew  has  the 


Matt  Payne  (flight  paramedic)  and  Nancy  Georges 
(Peds  Transport  RN)  bringing  a  cliild  bacl(  to  MCV 


benefit  of  calling  in  for  direction  if  they  need  it,"  Dhindsa  says.  "The 
attcndings  in  emergency  are  responsive  to  the  program," 

Dhindsa  was  personally  involved  in  one  rescue.  He  and  his  family 
were  driving  to  Caroline  County  on  Christmas  Eve  when  they  came 
upon  a  wreck.  The  car  had  run  off  the  run  and  smashed  into  a  tree. 
A  local  EMS  team  had  responded,  but  was  limited  in  the  services  that 
could  be  provided  at  the  scene. 

"The  parent  had  head  injuries  and  needed  to  be  intubated  and 
flown  out,"  Dhindsa  recalls.  "We  called  for  the  helicopter  and  our 
guys  came  in  and  saved  their  lives.  It's  one  of  the  times  when  you  are 
tremendously  proud  of  the  team.  The  crew  had  the  medications  to 
put  them  to  sleep  and  put  in  tubes." 

Each  crew  member  works  a  12-hour  shift  three  days  a  week.  Like 
other  crew  members,  Trueman  slips  on  his  flight  suit  when  he  arrives 
in  the  morning.  It  will  be  his  uniform  until  he  signs  out  that  night. 
He  says  he  doesn't  mind  working  in  the  smaU  confines  of  the  heli- 
copter. "Everything  is  within  reach,"  he  explains.  "The  patient  is 
right  next  to  you.  That's  not  too  much  of  an  issue.  The  downside  is 
the  noise  which  interferes  with  normal 
skills  such  as  listening  with  a  stetho- 
scope. You  have  to  be  more  tactile  and 
visual." 

Trueman  sees  a  strong  camaraderie 
among  the  flight  crew.  "We  are  well 
supportive  of  each  other  and  we  interact 
with  other  facilities,"  Trueman  says. 
"We  are  ambassadors  of  VCU." 

He  also  enjoys  participating  in  com- 
munity outreach  programs  with  local 
EMS  and  schools.  "We  do  presentations 
at  elementary  schools  and  high 
schools,"  he  says. 

Dhindsa  views  the  program  as  a 
benefit  to  VCU.  "The  fact  that  we  have 
critical  care  transport  service  generates 
new  business  for  the  hospital,"  Dhindsa 
says.  "Secondly,  we  go  out  to  the  EMS 
communit)'  doing  a  lot  of  training  with 
tire  and  rescue  squads.  Our  cre\v  pro- 
\'ides  pre-hospital  curriciflum.  They 
go  out  and  teach  a  traumatic  brain 
injur)'  course  that's  never  been  given 
in  central  Virginia." 
"It  has  helped  VCU  build  a  lot  of  bridges  with  the  EMS  commu- 
nity that  may  not  have  existed  previously,"  Dhindsa  adds.  ".And  it 
has  helped  broaden  the  referral  base." 

To  Turnage,  the  Life  Evac  helicopter  represents  hope.  "Its  really 
a  ray  of  light  at  a  dark  time  in  people's  li^•es,"  she  sa\-s.  "You  see  this 
bird  coming  in  and  you  see  its  wings  ho\'ering.  It's  ver)'  inspirational. 
The  professionals  on  board  are  the  unsung  heroes." 

Joan  Tupponce  is  an  award-winning  writer  c-  editor  of  Scarab. 
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Non-traditionaTbtudents  Head  to  MCV 


By    John    Porter 


"It  took  a  real  leap  of  faith  for  me  to  do  this,"  says  40-something 
dental  student  Jim  Cornicle.  "I  never  thought  I'd  be  going  back  to 
school  at  this  age,  and  now  I'm  about  ready  to  graduate." 

It  used  to  be  that  students  going  through  the  various  medical 
programs  operated  on  a  straight  trajectory:  college,  then  their  spe- 
cialty, and  then  out  into  the  vjforld.  However,  for  various  reasons, 
each  as  individual  as  the  students  themselves,  more  and  more  stu- 
dents are  coming  to  medical  careers  after  years  in  other  professions. 

Amy  Craven  '05P,  spent  1 1  years  teaching  high  school  math  in  Vir- 
ginia Beach.  "I  was  teaching  in  a  great  high  school,  in  fact  it  was  so  great 
that  nobody  ever  transferred  out.  The  teachers  stayed  there  until  they 
retired  or  died,  so  it  was  impossible  to  move  up  the  ladder  and  teach 
the  more  advanced  math  courses.  I  felt  like  I  needed  a  new  challenge." 

It  took  a  brush  with  a  medical  crisis  to  open  a  door  for  her.  "My 
cat,  Sylvester,  developed  renal  failure  and  I  became  interested  in  med- 
icine during  the  course  of  his  two-year  treatment,  which  included  giv- 
ing him  daily  subcutaneous  fluids  and  numerous  pills.  I  considered 
veterinary  school,  but  one  thing  held  me  back.  I  was  too  squeamish 
during  surgery.  But  with  a  background  in  math  and  a  new-found 
interest  in  science,  I  decided  Pharmacy  would  be  a  good  fit  for  me." 

Cornick  and  Craven  are  not  alone;  there  are  several  students  like 
them  in  all  of  the  schools.  "We  started  seeing  more  of  these  non- 
traditional  students  in  the  early  '90's,"  says  Cynthia  Heldberg, 
associate  dean  for  admissions  at  the  Medical  School.  "More  and 
more  students  are  challenging  medical  careers  later  in  life.  At  first 
glance,  you  might  think  that  they  would  be  at  a  disadvantage,  but  if 
the  truth  is  told,  these  students  bring  a  maturity  level  to  their  work 
that  the  younger  students  may  not  have  developed.  It  heightens  the 
educational  experience  for  everybody  as  the  more  mature  students 
bring  life  issues  to  the  classroom  as  well  as  a  drive  to  learn." 

That  doesn't  mean  it  is  always  smooth  sailing  for  the  older 
student.  "There  is  a  level  of  anxiety,"  says  Cornick.  "Here  I  was  a 
business  man  '.vith  a  BS  degree  in  Classical  Guitar  when  I  saw  my 
business  moving  in  a  direction  I  didn't  like.  I  have  a  13-year-old 


daughter  that  deserves  to  go  to  college  and  I've  got  to  provide  that  opportu- 
nity for  her." 

Cornick,  who  hails  from  Marion  in  Southwest  Virginia,  knew  that  no 
school  would  look  at  him  with  a  degree  in  music.  "I  had  to  move  to  Roanoke 
to  work  on  another  undergraduate  degree  and  then  move  to  Richmond  to 
attend  VCU  where  I  figured  I'd  have  a  better  chance  at  being  accepted.  I  was 
one  of  23  people  accepted  into  a  Physician's  Assistant  program  out  of  450 
apphcants,  but  I  declined  in  order  to  get  a  shot  at  the  Dental  School.  There 
were  no  guarantees  and  maybe  I  was  crazy,  but  I'd  come  this  far  and  was 
focused  on  what  I  wanted." 

Cornick  was  placed  on  Provisional  Acceptance.  If  he  maintained  a  B 
average  he  was  in,  if  he  slipped  below  a  B  he  was  out.  "That  was  a  tough  year. 
I  had  a  big  dose  of  realism  heaped  on  my  plate.  I  had  to  learn  how  to  study 
again  as  my  retention  level  was  down.  I  had  to  learn  how  to  adapt,  how  to 
keep  my  mouth  shut  and  find  the  right  people  from  whom  I  could  learn." 

Both  of  these  lifelong  learners  are  nearing  the  end  of  their  classroom 
education  and  both  are  already  planning  for  their  future.  "I'll  graduate  next 
year,"  says  Ms.  Craven,  "and  Pharmacy  offers  so  many  opportunities.  I'd  like 
to  be  a  clinical  pharmacist  in  the  in-patient  setting  with  teaching  responsibil- 
ities at  a  pharmacy  school.  I  plan  on  doing  at  least  one  residency,  and  maybe 
a  second  specialty  residency  in  internal  medicine  in  order  to  achieve  my 
goals.  And  thanks  to  Sylvester,  I  have  a  specific  interest  in  nephrology." 

Cornick  plans  to  complete  the  circle  and  return  to  his  roots.  "I'm  from 
rural  Virginia  and  it  was  always  my  plan  to  go  back.  I  was  lucky  enough  to 
get  a  rural  scholarship  to  help  with  some  of  the  debt;  otherwise  it  would  be 
difficult  to  work  in  an  area  of  economic  depression.  I've  been  fortunate  that 
several  practices  have  already  contacted  me  and  are  interested  in  having  me 
join  them.  But  I  can't  get  too  far  ahead  of  the  game,  I've  still  got  a  lot  to 
learn  between  now  and  May.  Then  I've  got  to  learn  a  whole  lot  more  once 
I'm  out  taking  care  of  patients." 

John  Porter  is  a  local  writer  and  an  award-winning  journalist  for  National  Public 
Radio.  In  liis  spare  time  he  does  corporate  writing  and  performs  Imprcr\'  Comedy. 
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Health  Administration  Alumni  Degree  Programs 


By    Sande    Snead 


r.  Stephen  S.  Mick,  chairman  of  MCV  Campus' 

D  Heath  Administration  program,  can't  put  his 
finger  on  why  so  many  VCU  doctorate  program 
alums  ended  up  running  heahh  administration 
degree  programs  at  major  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  country,  but  he 
knows  there  are  plenty. 

For  example,  Russ  Porter  '94PhD,  has 
gone  from  running  a  health  administration 
degree  program  at  Ferris  State  University  to 
helping  to  run  the  entire  College  of  Allied 
Health  at  the  Big  Rapids,  MI  school.  Jon 
Thompson  '95PhD,  is  director  of  the  health 
services  administration  program  at  James 
Madison  University.  The  list  continues. 

"We  select  strong  applicants  with  a  great 
deal  of  promise  as  educators  and  scholars," 
Mick  says.  "The  program  is  research-oriented 
and  the  instruction  is  exemplary.  That  cul- 
ture of  the  importance  of  a  good  education 
rubs  off  somehow." 

VCU's  Health  Administration  graduate  program  was  ranked  fifth 
in  the  country  in  U.S.  News  &  World  Report's  2004  survey.  Susan 
Roggenkamp  'OOPhD,  program  director  of  the  Healthcare  Manage- 
ment Program  at  Appalachian  State  University,  thinks  the  ranking 
should  be  even  higher. 
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Dr.  Stephen  S.  Mick 


"Appalachian  State  is  an  undergraduate  school,  so  it's  ver)'  differ- 
ent, but  I  use  the  VCU  program  as  a  model  for  what  we  do  here,"  she 
comments.  "I  use  some  of  the  same  textbooks  that  are  used  in  the 
MHA  (master  of  health  administration)  program.  I've  strengthened 
our  internship  program  to  a  12-week  program,  and  we  are  matching 
students  so  that  they  are  Lnterarting  with  pre- 
ceptors. I  even  use  a  modified  form  of  VCU's 
alumni  survey." 

Dr.  Charles  P.  CardweU  Jr.  founded  the 
School  of  Health  Administration  in  1949.  At 
the  time,  he  was  the  executive  director  of  the 
Hospital  Di\'ision  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Virginia.  The  school  later  became  a  depart- 
ment within  the  Universit)-'s  School  of  .\Uied 
Health  Professions. 

According  to  Ken  \Vlute  '96PhD,  the 
qualit)'  of  the  program  accounts  for  why  a 
person  (such  as  himself)  who  earned  his  PhD 
at  VCU  would  stay  on  to  run  the  MH.-\  pro- 
gram. "I  don't  think  there's  any  better  place," 
he  says.  "Faculty  from  other  programs  vote  on  the  best  schools  for 
Tlie  U.S.  News  &  World  Report  sur\-ey  even.'  three  years. 

The  longevit)'  of  the  program  and  being  able  to  build  on  our  rep- 
utation certainly  helps  our  ranking.  But  it  has  taken  a  lot  of  good 
people  to  keep  the  program  going.  ^Ve  started  a  distance  learning 
program  in  1988  when  no  one  else  was  doing  that." 

About  75  students  are  enrolled  in  VCU's  master  of  health  admin- 
istration program  in  any  given  year.  Another  50  to  60  enroll  in  the 


Ken  White  '96PhD 


two-year  distance  learning  program;  and 
30  to  40  enter  the  PhD  program.  The  uni- 
versity also  offers  dual  degree  programs  in 
health  administration. 

Thompson  beheves  part  of  the  reason 
that  so  many  VCU  grads  end  up  running 
successfiil  health  administration  programs  is 
that  many  come  to  the  program  with  a  lot  of 
experience  under  their  lab  coats  already. 

"Many  have  been  professors  or 
researchers  in  higher  education,"  he  says. 
"Because  of  their  experiences  as  practition- 
ers in  the  field,  they  are  seen  as  valuable 
commodities  to  direct  programs.  Also,  we 
had  excellent  role  models  at  VCU.  It  shapes  your  thinking  about 
wanting  to  do  similar  programs." 

Jim  Zoller  '77MHA,  program  director 
of  the  Executive  Doctoral  Program  at  the 
Medical  University  of  South  Carolina,  says 
running  a  healtli  administration  degree 
program  requires  a  strong  commitment,  as 
well  as  keeping  your  eye  on  the  goal.  Zoller 
received  his  PhD  from  the  Medical  Univer- 
sity of  South  Carolina  in  1998. 

"You  can't  do  it  for  the  money  or  for 
somebody  else,"  he  says.  "It's  a  fairly 
major  undertaking." 

Russ  Porter,  Associate  Dean  in  the 
College  of  Allied  Health  Sciences  at  Ferris 
State  University,  calls  the  program  top  notch. 

"One  of  the  main  advantages  of  the  PhD 
program  I  went  through  was  the  level  of 

cognitive  education  it  provided.  The  professors  required  not  only 
a  theoretical  framework,  but  also  quantitative  and  qualitative  frame- 
work, making  sure  we  could  do  research  and  that  we  had  direct 
operational  skills." 
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Jim  Zoller  '77MHA 


Peter  Olden  '94PhD,  program  director 
for  the  University  of  Scranton  Department  of 
Health  Administration  and  Human 
Resources,  points  to  a  particular  professor  as 
having  had  an  influence  on  his  career  path. 

"Chuck  Breindel  ran  the  MHA  program 
in  the  early  1990s,"  Olden  says.  "The  oppor- 
tunity to  interact  with  him  and  other  faculty' 
members  gave  me  an  understanding  of  what 
it  means  to  run  a  health  administration  pro- 
gram and  of  the  multiple  stakeholders 
involved  —  students,  teachers,  field  work 
preceptors,  and  university  deans." 

Charles  Moseley  '90PhD,  director  of 
the  health  care  administration  program  at  the  University  of  Las 
Vegas,  had  always  been  interested  in  teaching.  He  taught  in  the 
Peace  Corps,  and  taught  occupational  therapy  at  Southern  Virginia 
Community  CoUege. 

"My  preparation  for  running  an  academic 
program  was  through  working  healthcare 
jobs,  but  I  got  into  academia  at  48  years  old, 
so  it  was  rather  late  in  hfe,"  he  explains.  "It 
is  a  whole  new  culture,  and  I've  learned  on 
the  job." 

Dr.  Mick,  who  has  run  four  health 
administration  graduate  programs  at  leading 
universities,  is  pleased  with  the  success  of  the 
health  administration  program.  "I  can't  say 
that  we've  had  so  many  students  at  any  other 
college  gravitate  to  leadership  positions  the 
way  VCU  students  have." 


Sande  Snead  is  a  Public  Affairs  Officer  for  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Transportation  and  a  Chesterfield  County-based  fi-eelance  writer.  She 
has  won  numerous  state  and  national  writing  awards,  and 
is  public  relations  chairman  of  Virginia  Press  Women. 
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Association  ot  V  C  U 

Past,  Present  and  Future 


By    Marcy    Horwitz 


T 

presidents  - 


he  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU  is  many  things 
to  many  people.  For  some,  it's  a  Hnk  to  the  past.  For 
others,  it's  a  bridge  to  the  future.  Why  should  new 
graduates,  faced  with  the  pressures  acquiring  addi- 
tional training  and  launching  their  careers,  join  the 
Association?  We  asked  a  few  Alumni  Association 
past,  present  and  soon-to-be  —  for  their  thoughts. 

It's  "the  least  we  can  do." 

John  Doswell,  DDS  '79D,  was  president  of  the  Alumni  Association 
from  1997-1999.  A  periodontist  practicing  privately  in  Richmond, 
Dr.  Doswell  is  clear  about  the  group's  importance  —  not  only  to  its 
members,  but  to  the  University  as  well. 

MCV  campus  graduates  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Uni- 
versity, he  says,  and  joining  the  Alumni  Association  is  "the  least  we 
can  do  to  repay  the  school  that  prepared  us  so  well  for  careers  that 
are  both  rewarding  and  meaningful.  It's  a  way  to  return  to  the  Uni- 
versity a  small  portion  of  what  was  given  to  us." 


Membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  supports  continued  aca- 
demic and  professional  growth.  "As  distinctive  as  my  degree  was 
then,  it  is  even  more  so  now,"  he  maintains,  "because  the  school  and 
the  University  continue  to  improve  and  gain  recognition  nationally 
and  internationally."  In  part  that's  because  of  the  continued  interac- 
tion between  graduates,  their  mentors,  school  administrators  and 
new  students. 

"You  spend  some  of  the  most  significant  years  of  your  profes- 
sional life  on  the  MCV  campus,"  Dr.  Doswell  observes.  "The  Alunrni 
Association  helps  you  stay  in  touch  with  you  mentors,  peers  and 
classmates.  Through  the  Aliunni  Association,  all  of  us  can  have  an 
impact  on  the  future  careers  of  those  who  ^^^ll  follow  after  us." 

A  way  to  honor 

and  remember  the  past. 

Becky  Perdue '62AH,  is  a  1962  graduate  of  the  School  of  .AUied 
Health's  Department  of  Clinical  Laborator\'  Sciences.  She's  also  quaUti.- 
assurance,  safet)',  training  manager  for  the  Di\ision  of  Consolidated 


Laboratory  Services  (State  Lab),  which  makes  her  part  of  the 
Department  of  General  Services.  She  is  the  Association's  current 
president,  the  crowning  achievement  of  her  15  years  of  volunteer 
service  with  the  Association. 

During  her  service  on  the  board,  Ms.  Perdue  has  seen  the  Associ- 
ation provide  many  important  gifts  and  services  to  the  University's 
alumni,  students,  faculty,  and  staff.  The  largest  gift  by  far  is  the 
MCV  Alumni  House  and  Paul  A.  Gross  Conference  Center.  Located 
at  the  corner  of  11th  and  Clay,  the  facility  has  undoubtedly  become 
the  premier  meeting  location  on  campus.  Perdue  loves  to  show 
alumni  around  the  building  to  hear  and  see  them  exhibit  great  pride 
in  the  facility. 

"The  fact  that  our  house  is  designated  as  a  Virginia  Historic 
Landmark  makes  it  even  more  fascinating.  I  enjoy  telling  alumni 
and  students  that  Captain  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury  invented  the 
torpedo  in  a  bathtub  in  one  of  the  upstairs  bathrooms  and  seeing 
their  reaction  to  this  little  known  fact." 


Her  tenure  as  President  has  included  a  very  successful  educa- 
tional campaign  to  encourage  alumni  to  contact  their  Virginia 
General  Assembly  members  to  voice  their  support  for  an  increase  in 
fimding  for  higher  education.  "We  teamed  up  with  the  VCU  Alumni 
Association  and  the  MCV  Campus  Student  Government  Association 
to  let  our  alumni  know  how  severely  budget  cuts  would  affect  current 
and  future  students  on  our  campus.  I  was  very  proud  of  the  results  of 
our  efforts.  The  university's  budgetary  outlook  was  gready  improved 
by  the  budget  which  was  eventually  adopted." 

A  tool  to  prepare  for  the  future. 

In  the  Spring  of  2002,  the  joint  MCV  Alumni  Association-MCV 
Foundation  Incentive  Program  announced  that  it  had  reached  its  goal 
of  increasing  the  MCV  Campus  Schools'  endowments  by  $3  million. 

With  $2.1  million  in  private  gifts  and  pledges,  donors  earned  all 
$1  million  of  available  matching  funds,  creating  48  new  endowed 
funds  on  the  MCV  Campus.  All  endowment  gifts,  individual  or 
pooled,  and  received  between  July  2000  and  December  2001,  were 
eligible  for  a  match  of  fifty  cents  on  every  dollar  ($10,000  or  above). 

Kathy  Bobbitt  '56BS/N,  was  president  of  the  Association  during 
that  campaign.  Ms.  Bobbitt  is  "mostly  retired  now,"  but  works  part 
time  as  a  site  visitor  for  the  Virginia  Board  of  Nursing,  reviewing 
nurse  aide  education  programs.  Recently,  she  reflected  on  the  success 
of  the  Incentive  Program,  which,  in  addition  to  raising  the  necessary 
funds,  also  strengthened  the  ties  between  the  Association  and  the 
Foundation.  It  was  hard  work.  But,  she  says,  "We  did  it!" 
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A  way  to  keep 

"the  family"  together. 

Dr.  George  W.  Burke,  III  '70MD,  knew  from  the  time  he  was  7  that 
he  wanted  to  be  just  like  his  dad:  a  doctor  at  MCV. 

"I  grew  up  at  MCV,"  he  says.  A  career  in  medicine  was  "a  tattoo  on 
my  frontal  lobe  I  got  as  a  kid."  Today  Dr.  Burke  is  a  pulmonary-critical 
care  physician  in  Richmond  with  Pulmonary  Associates  of  Richmond. 

For  Dr.  Burke,  supporting  the  alumni  association  is  practically  a 
family  obligation,  and  he's  about  to  become  the  head  of  the  clan:  as 
president-elect  of  the  Association,  his  term  as  President  begins  in 
July  2005. 

"Med  students  bond  with  each  other  in  a  unique  way  because 
medical  school  is  an  intellectual  trial  by  fire.  At  the  end,  there's  a 
shared,  indelible  experience."  The  Alumni  Association  helps  provide 
a  link  over  time,  helping  people  maintain  the  relationships  that  were 
so  important  earlier  in  their  training. 

Dr.  Burke  concurs  with  Dr.  Doswell.  "The  Association  is  a  way 
for  alumni  to  give  back  to  the  University,  through  their  volunteer 
efforts  and  contributions."  In  the  end,  says  Dr.  Burke,  "That's  what 
it's  all  about." 

Marcy  Horwitz  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Richmond. 
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The  Magnant  Family  Shares  Their  MCV  Legacy 


By    Deveron   Timberlake 


"Medicine  was  just  a  fact  of  life  in  our  house,"  says  Aimee  Mag- 
nant Christian  '86MD,  of  her  upbringing  in  Northern  Virginia.  "My 
dad's  sisters  were  nurses  and  he  was  a  physician,  and  we  all  had  expe- 
rience in  his  office  as  we  were  growing  up." 

Christian  and  her  seven  siblings  watched  as  their  pediatrician  father, 
George  Magnant,  developed  his  solo  practice.  Their  mother,  Marielle 
Magnant,  ran  the  office  and  the  children  worked  there  after  school. 

It  was  no  surprise,  then,  when  seven  of  the  eight  siblings  entered 
the  profession.  (One  sister,  Renee  Magnant,  is  an  attorney.)  Celeste 
Magnant  Johnson  '74N,  is  a  nurse.  Chuck  Magnant  '80MD,  is  an 
emergency  room  physician  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  in  Richmond,  and 
his  wife,  Anne  King,  MD,  is  a  staff  nephrologist  at  MCV.  Colette 
Magnant  '81MD,  is  a  breast  surgeon  working  with  oncology  patients. 
Joe  M^nant  '85MD'90HS,  is  a  vascular  surgeon  in  Rome,  GA. 
Aimee  Magnant  Christian  is  a  pediatrician  in  Memphis,  TN.  Nicole 
Magnant  Miller  '92MD'95HS,  is  a  pediatrician  in  Kingsport,  TN,  and 
is  married  to  Greg  MiUer  '91MD'97HS,  a  cardiologist.  Annette  Mag- 
nant '91MD'94HS,  works  in  the  pediatric  emergency  room  at  Uni- 
versity Community  Hospital  in  Tampa,  FL,  and  is  married  to  Whit 
Wells  '90MD'96HS,  who  specializes  in  pulmonary  critical  care. 

The  family  ties,  even  extending  to  spouses  and  their  families,  run 
deep  with  MCV. 

"No  one  expected  all  of  us  to  go  there,"  Nicole  M.  Miller  says, 
"but  everyone  had  such  a  great  experience  that  we  followed  in  each 
other's  footsteps.  The  faculty  knew  all  of  our  siblings,  so  it  helped  to 
be  one  of  the  Magnants." 

"We  applied  other  places,"  Aimee  M.  Christian  says,  "and  all 
of  us  got  into  other  places.  But  when  it  came  down  to  it,  the  atmos- 
phere at  MCV  and  knowing  how  well  educated  our  older  siblings 


were,  it  was  the  best  place  to  be." 

"The  training  was  excellent,"  Christian  continues,  "and  there  was 
such  a  diverse  population  to  see  for  illness  and  patholog)',  it  prepared 
me  very  well.  At  a  big  tertiary  care  center,  you  see  a  lot  of  things  you 
wouldn't  see  anywhere  else."  She  founded  a  pediatrics  practice  with 
four  other  women,  all  of  whom  are  parents  and  choose  to  work  part- 
time.  "It's  refreshing  to  treat  children,  to  deal  with  them,"  Christian 
says.  "I'm  hoping  to  make  an  impact  with  the  parents,  to  combat  the 
obesity  epidemic,  to  answer  behavioral  questions  and  work  on  health 
issues.  It's  very  rewarding." 

Christian  travels  to  an  annual  professional  conference  with  her 
sisters  Nicole  and  Annette,  where  they  discuss  medicine  but  also 
business  strategies  as  they  develop  their  practices.  It  is  a  benefit  to 
have  a  network  of  professionals,  the  sisters  add,  not  just  within  the 
family  but  within  their  MCV  experience. 

While  they  were  in  school,  their  paths  crossed  often.  "I  was  one 
of  Nicole's  senior  residents,"  Annette  Magnant  recalls.  "We  had 
emergency  room  rotations  together,  and  it  was  fun.  ^\^len  I  was  a 
third-year  student,  my  brother  Joe  ^vas  my  chief  resident  of  general 
surgery.  It  was  interesting.  He  had  quite  a  reputation;  he  ^v'as  there 
for  a  long  time  and  did  his  general  residency  there." 

Annette  Magnant  credits  her  parents  with  instilling  a  strong  work 
ethic.  "My  dad  is  smart  and  practical  and  ven-  compassionate.  Mom 
raised  eight  of  us  and  encouraged  us  throughout  the  years  to  do  the 
most  we  can  do.  She's  been  a  big  force  in  deciding  ^vhat  we're  going 
to  do  with  our  lives." 

Two  dozen  grandchildren  are  gro\ring  up  ^rithin  the  Magnant 
family  realm.  Already  several  say  they  kno\v  ^^■hat  they  ^\-ant  to  study 
when  they  grow  up:  medicine. 
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ndaSon  Invites  You  to  Joi n  the 
if  Viminia  Society_tD  2005 


The  Medical  College  of 
Virginia  Society 
recognizes  VCU/MCV 
alumni  and  friends  who  have 
taken  steps  to  provide  future 
support  through  estate  plan 
provisions  in  any  of  the 
following  ways: 

♦  Charitable  Bequest  in  a  Will 

♦  Retirement  Plan  Designation 

♦  Insurance  Policy  Provision 

♦  Irrevocable  Gift  to  a  Charitable  Trust, 
Gift  Annuity  or  Polled  Income  Fund 

The  Society  now  boasts  membership 
of  over  300  members  who  have  made 
provisions  in  support  of  one  of  the 
MCV  Campus  Schools  of  Allied  Health 
Professions,  Dentistry,  Medicine, 
Nursing  or  Pharmacy,  Massey  Cancer 
Center  or  MCV  Hospitals. 
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GIFT  ANNUITY 
RATES 
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The  MCV  Foundation 
Charitable  Gift  Annuity 

You  might  consider  joining  the 
growing  number  of  alumni  and 
friends  who  are  enjoying  life- 
income  while  providing  future 
support  through  a  charitable 
gift  annuity. 

Many  participants  have  increased 
their  income  while  making  a 
meaningful  future  gift  to  their 
MCV  Campus  program  of  choice. 
Current  rates,  based  on  the  donor's 
age,  are  shown  in  the  chart  at  left. 

For  K40RE  INFORMATION  on  the 
MCV  Society  or  a  charitable  gift 
annuity  illustration  go  to  our  web- 
site, mcvfoundation.org,  contact 
Michael  Dowdy  at  804.828.9734 
or  mdowdy@vcu.edu,  or  mail 
the  coupon  below. 


□  Please  send  me  bequest  language. 

□  Send  a  gift  annuity  illustration. 

[My  birth  date  is .] 

Name 

Address 


MEDICAL 
COLLEGE  OF 
VIRGINIA 
FOUNDATION 


Post  Office  Box  980234 
Richmond,  Virginia  23298-0234 


Qt^ 


State 


Zip 
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A  Changin; 
of  the  Guar 


By    Marcy    Horwitz 


On  July  1  Hugo  R.  Seibel, 
PhD,  retired  as  associate 
dean  for  student  activities, 
capping  a  35-year  career  at 
the  School  of  Medicine. 
Celebrations  held  in  his  honor  throughout 
the  school  attracted  former  students  from 
across  the  country  and  throughout  the  world. 
Arguably  one  of  the  universit)'"s  most  beloved 
professors.  Dr.  Seibel  seems  to  think  it's  all  a 
bit  much  for  someone  who  never  intended 
on  a  career  in  medicine  in  the  first  place. 

"I  really  wanted  to  be  a  New  York  City 
high  school  biology  teacher,"  Dr.  Seibel 
recalls.  "I  loved  biolog)'.  I  loved  students." 
But  in  those  days,  would-be  teachers  were 
required  to  speak  "broadcast  English."  Dr. 
Seibel,  who  arrived  in  this  coimtry  firom 
Romania  in  1952,  was  advised  "to  stop  wast- 
ing his  time"  trying  to  lose  his  charming 
accent  —  and  his  life  took  a  different  course. 
Having  earned  his  undergraduate  degree 
in  biolog)'  from  Brookl\Ti  College,  Dr.  Seibel 
received  further  training  from  the  Universit\" 
of  Cincinnati  School  of  Medicine  and  earned 
his  PhD  from  University-  of  Rochester  School 
of  Medicine  and  Dentistn'  in  1967. 

That  same  year,  he  came  to  the  Medical 
College  of  Virginia.  Back  then,  the  College 
was  a  much  smaller  institution.  Virginia 
Commonwealth  Universit\-  wasn't  even  a 
glimmer  in  the  eye  of  Richmond  Professional 
Institute.  But  things  \vere  about  to  change. 

"The  person  \\'ho  influenced  me  to  come 
here  \vas  Dr.  Da\-id  Hume,"  recalls  Dr.  Seibel. 


"A  brilliant  individual.  A  wonderful  person."  Dr.  Seibel  has  warm 
memories  of  the  father  of  American  transplant  surgery;  he  worked 
closely  with  Dr.  Hume  for  the  remainder  of  Dr.  Hume's  life. 

"He  was  a  mover  and  a  shaker,"  adds  Dr.  Seibel.  The  idea  of 
uniting  MCV  and  RPI  was  largely  Dr.  Hume's,  because  Dr.  Hume 
"believed  that  no  free-standing  medical  school  could  ever  achieve 
national  prominence.  And  I  think  he  was  absolutely  correct."  Subse- 
quent events  have  proven  both  men  right:  the  MCV  Campus  of  VCU 
is  today  a  medical  center  that  commands  national  —  even  interna- 
tional —  respect. 

It's  difficult  to  single  out  the  highlights  of  a  career  that  has  lasted 
more  than  a  generation,  but  Dr.  Seibel  is  particularly  proud  of  his 
work  with  the  integrated  curriculum  that  was  in  vogue  when  he 
first  arrived. 

Under  the  integrated  curriculum  system,  students  didn't  study 
gross  anatomy  in  a  vacuum.  "In  order  to  make  this  understood  by 
the  students,  you  would  have  to  enlist  a  lot  of  people  —  not  just  the 
anatomists,  but  also  the  physiologists  and  the  neurologists,"  Dr. 
Seibel  says.  You'd  have  to  make  sure  everyone  was  singing  the  same 
tune."  An  integrated  curriculum  required  someone  to  function  at  all 
levels,  someone  who  could  compromise  but  someone  who  could  also 
stand  firm  —  a  person  like  Hugo  Seibel,  who  became  coordinator  of 
the  integrated  curriculum  shortly  after  his  arrival  at  MCV. 

"I  loved  research.  And  I  also  loved  teaching,"  says  Dr.  Seibel, 
who  is  avidly  pursuing  many  other  interests  during  his  retirement. 
It's  obvious  that  his  former  students  reciprocate  the  feeling:  a  profes- 
sorship has  been  created  in  his  honor  (see  sidebar). 

Dr.  Seibel  is  succeeded  by  one 
of  his  own  former  charges. 

Isaac  K.  "Ike"  Wood,  '82MD,  associate  dean  of  student  activities 
(as  of  July  1)  and  director  of  undergraduate  medical  education  in 
psychiatry,  remembers  when  Dr.  Seibel  was  coordinator  for  his  own 
first-year  medical  school  class.  That  was  back  in  1978.  Last  year.  Dr. 
Wood  drew  on  his  memories  of  Dr.  Seibel. 

"Those  first  two  years  can  be  so  stressful,"  Dr.  Wood  recalls.  He 
remembers  how  Dr.  Seibel's  frequent  jokes  would  ease  the  tensions 
and  anxieties  that  permeate  med  school  life.  "If  you  had  any  kind  of 
problem  at  all.  Dr.  Seibel  would  say,  'Don't  worry.'  And  you'd 
believe  him!" 

Dr.  Wood  also  recalls  Dr.  Seibel's  genuine  feeling  for  students. 
"Once,  Dr.  Seibel  took  a  sick  student  to  the  E.R. ..."  "A  long  time  ago 
a  young  med  student  needed  a  few  dollars  to  tide  him  over  to  the  end 
of  the  semester..."  "So-and-so  was  having  a  rough  time,  so  Dr.  Seibel 
took  him  home  for  dinner. . . "  Stories  like  those  will  be  told  for  years 
to  come  around  the  MCV  Campus. 

Dr.  Wood  respects  Dr.  Seibel's  legacy,  but  he  definitely  has  his 
own  ideas  about  advising  young  doctors.  He's  particularly  enthusiastic 
about  the  American  Association  of  Medical  College's  "Careers  in 
Medicine"  program,  for  which  he  took  special  training  recently. 


"Careers  in  Medicine"  is  a  collection  of  tools  designed  to  help 
students  determine  where  their  interests  really  lie.  Self-assessment 
tests,  personality  profiles,  and  values  clarification  exercises  help 
students  know  themselves  better.  Profiles  of  more  than  100  medical 
specialties  and  sub-specialties,  income  projections  related  to  differ- 
ent specialties  and  types  of  practices,  and  lifestyle  considerations 
then  help  students  shape  their  careers  in  ways  that  are  consonant 
with  their  talents,  values  and  aspirations. 

At  the  end  of  the  process,  says  Dr.  Wood,  participants  are  much 
more  adept  at  discerning  their  true  calling. 

As  one  of  his  first  innovations.  Dr.  Wood  plans  to  implement  an 
in-service  training  on  the  "Careers  in  Medicine"  program  for  MCV 
Campus  faculty  and  staff. 

One  thing  Dr.  Wood  learned  from  Dr.  Seibel:  it's  vital  to  main- 
tain balance  in  your  life.  Dr.  Wood  takes  great  pride  in  the  achieve- 
ments of  his  three  daughters  —  a  special  education  teacher,  a  social 
worker  in  training  and  a  potential  plastic  surgeon. 

The  MCV  Campus  congratulates  Dr.  Isaac  Wood  on  his  new 
appointment,  and  vnshes  him  much  success  in  his  work. 

In  celebration  of  Dr.  Hugo  Seibel's  more  than  35  years  in  the  medical 
school  a  teaching  professorship  is  being  established  that  will  carry  his 
name.  More  than  $150,000  has  been  raised;  $250,000  is  needed  to 
endow  the  professorship.  To  honor  Dr.  Seibel  and  support  the  school's 
legacy  of  exceptional  teaching,  email  Associate  Dean  for  Development 
Tom  Holland  at  tehollan@vcu.edu. 

Marcy  Horwitz  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Richmond. 
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VCU    Nominee    Attends 
Institute    at    Oxford 

Carol  A.  Prescott,  PhD,  Associate  Professor 
Department  of  Psychiatry,  attended  the 
prestigious  Harris  Manchester  Summer 
Research  Institute  at  Oxford  University  this 
past  summer.  Dr.  Prescott  sought  to  learn 
how  universities  and  genetics  centers  in  other 
countries  manage  the  collection  of  DNA  and 
family  history  information. 

Dr.  Prescott  will  give  a  presentation  on 
her  experience  at  Oxford  and  her  findings 
on  how  to  improve  the  consent  process  for 
research  involving  DNA.  She  is  also  writing 
an  article  on  the  cultural  differences  in  atti- 
tudes and  ethical  guidelines  associated  with 
research  using  DNA. 

VCU      IS     FIGHTING     AIDS 

IN    South    Africa, 

where  more  than  22%  of  the  adult  popula- 
tion is  infected  with  HIV.  VCU  faculty 
members  are  collaborating  with  researchers 
at  the  University  of  Port  Elizabeth  (soon  to 
become  the  Nelson  Mandela  Metro  Univer- 
sity) and  Rhodes  University  to  help  bring 
down  the  rate  of  infection.  The  effort 
involves  investigators  from  the  School  of 
Nursing,  who  are  gathering  data,  and  Dr. 
Victor  Yanchick,  Dean  of  the  VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy. 

VCU     RECEIVES     MAJOR 
RESEARCH      FUNDS 

VCU  received  $1,979,250  in 
state  funding  to  further  its 
research  agenda  in  traumatic 
brain  injury,  rehabilitation  and 
cancer.  Announcing  the  awards 
in  August,  Marsha  R.  Torr, 
PhD,  vice  president  for 
Research,  said,  "This  level  of 
recognition  and  funding  from 
the  Commonwealth  speaks  very 
well  for  the  caliber  of  research 
at  VCU." 

More    good 
financial    news 

The  VCU  School  of  Nursing  has  received  a 
five-year,  $1.5  million  grant  funding  the 
Center  for  Biobehavioral  Clinical  Research. 
The  Center  will  enhance  research  programs 


Kathryn  Holloway 
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Linda  Costanzo 


that  will  advance  holistic  nursing  knowledge 
essential  to  understanding  critical  health 
experiences. 

Nancy  McCain,  PhD,  will  direct  the  Center 
for  Biobehavioral  Clinical  Research.  The 
Center  will  function  under  the  authority  of 
Nancy  F.  Langston,  PhD,  RN,  FAAN,  Dean 
of  the  School  of  Nursing,  with  direct  supervi- 
sion by  Inez  Tuck,  RN,  PhD,  MBA,  Associate 
Dean  for  Research  and  Doctoral  Programs. 

Joint    program 

GETS     funding 

VCU's  strong  MD-PhD  program  trains  out- 
standing physician-scientists  - 
the  leaders  of  tomorrow  who 
will  become  the  future  research 
faculty  of  VCU's  School 
of  Medicine. 

The  six-  to  seven-year 
research  and  clinical  training 
program  will  receive  a  "booster 
shot"  over  the  next  five  years. 
An  additional  $780,000  in 
funding  will  make  stipends 
competitive  so  that  the  pro- 
gram can  continue  to  attract 
the  region's  finest  students. 

Gordon  Archer,  MD,  Chair  of  Infectious 
Diseases  leads  the  acclaimed  program. 

Physiologist    wins 

NATIONAL     award 

Linda  Costanzo,  PhD,  physiology 
professor  in  VCU's  School  of 
Medicine,  was  awarded  the  Alpha 
Omega  Alpha  Medical  Honor 
Society's  Robert  I.  Glaser  Distin- 
guished Teaching  Award  for  2004 
in  November.  Dr.  Costanzo  is 
one  of  only  four  medical  school 
faculty  members  in  the  countr)' 
to  receive  the  award,  which  is 
given  annually  by  the  Association 
of  American  Medical  Colleges  in 
recognition  of  significant  contri- 
butions to  medical  education  by  gifted  teachers. 
The  award  was  presented  at  AAMC's  1 15th 
Annual  Meeting  in  Boston. 

Dr.  Costanzo  is  revered  for  her  vivid  and 
colorful  teaching  style.  In  her  hands,  rubber 
bands  demonstrate  different  degrees  of  lung 
function.  It's  not  unusual  for  her  to  bring 
metal  springs,  accordions  and  other  props  to 


class  to  make  complex  concepts  and  proce- 
dures more  easily  understood. 

H.  H.  Newsome  Ir.,  MD,  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Medicine,  characterized  Costanzo 
as  "a  master  of  her  craft.  The  Glaser  Award  is 
a  fitting  tribute  to  her  consummate  skills." 

Dr.  Costanzo  received  VCU's  and  the 
School  of  Medicine's  highest  awards  for 
teaching.  In  1993  she  was  the  first  recipient 
of  the  American  Physiological  Society's 
Arthur  C.  Guyton  Physiology  Teacher  of 
the  Year  Award. 

VCU    neurosurgeon 
develops    new    device 

During  deep  brain  stimulation 

procedures,  surgeons  run  tiny 
electrodes  to  ver>-  precise  loca- 
tions wthin  the  brain  to  treat 
diseases  like  Parkinson's  and 
dystonia.  The  procedure 
requires  that  a  patient  be  awake 
and  responsive  during  the  six- 
to  eight-hour  operation.  In  the 
past,  surgeons  relied  on  a  halo- 
like stereotactic  metal  frame  that 
was  bolted  to  the  patient's  head 
and  then  to  the  operating  table 
for  accuracy  and  stabilit)-.  Now  a  VCU  neu- 
rosurgeon has  found  a  better,  frameless  way. 

The  NeXframe  de\'ice  was  created  by  a 
team  led  by  Kathr)Ti  Holloway,  MD,  Associ- 
ate Professor,  Department  of  Neurosurger}', 
and  including  laimie  Henderson,  MD,  a 
neurosurgeon  from  Cle\'eland  Clinic  and 
Image  Guided  Neurologies,  a  medical- 
equipment  development  firm. 

The  team's  NeXlrame  deNice  replaces 
the  old  halo  frame.  Approximately  the  same 
weight  as  a  plastic  coftee  cup,  the  small  Ught- 
weight  tower  affixes  to  the  patient's  head. 
"The  ft'ameless  deNice  offers  surgeons  equal 
accuracy  \vith  the  pre\ious  equipment,  ^\-hile 
making  patients,  ^\■ho  must  remain  awake 
for  the  surger%',  much  more  comfortable," 
said  Dr.  Holloway. 

The  NeXframe  de\ice  is  currentiy  used 
by  over  20  hospitals  world-wide. 
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Anthony  Marmarou,  PhD,  \ice-chairman  of 
the  Department  of  Neurosurgery"  &  director 
of  research,  is  considered  a  world  authorit\' 
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on  fluid  dynamics  within  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord.  In  June  he  was  interviewed  by 
Capital  News  9  (Albany,  ^fY)  regarding  his 
work  with  Normal  Pressure  Hydrocephalus. 
Symptoms  -  including  a  slow  shuffling  walk, 
frequent  urination  and  dementia,  suggest 
Alzheimer's.  Unlike  Alzheimer's,  however, 
NPH  is  reversible.  Within  72  hours  of  an 
operation  that  inserts  a  shunt  to  divert  fluid 
from  the  brain  to  the  abdomen,  most 
patients  are  back  to  their  normal  selves. 

VCUHS      RECOGNIZED 
AS     F  A  Wl  I  L  Y  -  F  R  I  E  N  D  L  Y 

VCUHS  joined  a  handful  of  Virginia 
employers  in  winning  designation  as  one  of 
the  nation's  100  best  companies  for  working 
moms.  Working  Mother  magazine  included 
VCUHS  in  its  19th  annual  listing  of  compa- 
nies that  boost  productivity,  curb  absen- 
teeism and  reduce  health-care  and  disability 
expenses  by  offering  family-friendly  benefits. 
Among  those  are  flex  time,  mental  health 
insurance,  and  work-at-home  or  telecom- 
muting options. 

Walking    as 
preventive    medicine 

Elderly  men  who  walk  less  than 
a  quarter  mile  daily  are  at  risk 
for  developing  dementia  as 
compared  to  men  who  walk 
more  than  two  miles  a  day. 
Peter  A.  Boling,  MD,  Professor, 
Geriatric  Medicine,  in  a  Sep- 
tember 23rd  interview  with  the 
Richmond  Times-Dispatch, 
encouraged  older  men  to 
become  more  active.  "The  best 
ways  of  introducing  activity 
into  someone's  life  are  to  do 
things  that  are  social  and  fun,"  said  Dr.  Bol- 
ing, like  "joining  groups  at  either  a  local 
church  or  a  senior  organization."  Simply 
getting  together  with  friends  to  do  an  activi- 
ty can  be  beneficial. 

Earlier  this  year.  Dr.  Boling  was  named  a 
"Top  Doc"  by  Richmond  Magazine. 

"We'll    make    decisions 
IN    this    generation 
that    historians    will 
write    about," 

says  Thomas  F.  Huff,  PhD  vice  provost  for 
Life  Sciences,  and  biomedical  researcher.  Dr. 
Huff  began  surveying  public  opinion  con- 
cerning issues  of  science  and  faith  back  in 
2001.  By  asking  the  same  questions  year  after 
year,  he  and  his  colleagues  can  see  where 
public  opinion  is  heading,  or  if  it's  staying  in 
the  same  place.  Embryonic  stem  cell  research 


is  one  of  his  areas 
of  interest. 

Dr.  Huffs  findings?  In 
2003,  47%  of  Americans 
favored  medical  research 
using  stem  cells  from  human 
embryos,  44%  opposed  such 
research,  and  the  remaining 
9%  had  no  opinion. 

Dr.  Huff  expects  to  see 
more  changes  in  public  opin- 
ion within  the  next  decade  with 
respect  to  stem  cell  research. 


Guests  at  the  ASK  gala  join  in  witli  ttie  band 


"The 
Tour 


College 
"    comes   to    VCU 


Peter  Boling 


No,  it's  not  the  newest  rock  group.  It's  a 
pink  trailer  loaded  with  computers,  videos 
and  pamphlets  —  and  a  knowledgeable  staff 
ready  to  educate  young  women  (and  men) 
about  breast  cancer.  The  trailer,  sponsored 
by  the  Susan  G.  Komen  Foundation, 
stopped  at  VCU  in  September  as  part  of  a 
lO-coUege  tour. 

Wendy  Bouton,  a  nurse  at  the  VCU 
Massey  Cancer  Center,  encouraged  young 
women  to  learn  more  about  early  detection 
and  yearly  breast  exams  in  order  to  take 

advantage  of  the  most  options 

for  treatment. 

vcu    staffer    wins 
certification 

Sharon  L.  Jahn,  benefits  direc- 
tor, VCUHS,  obtained  her 
Compensation  Management 
Speciahst  designation  from  the 
International  Society  of  Certi- 
fied Employee  Benefit  Specialist 
and  has  been  awarded  fellow- 
ship standing  with  that  group. 

VCU  instructor  named 
ONE  OF  "Top  Forty" 

Denise  Daly,  instructor  in  the  Division  of 
Quality  Health  Care,  was  named  a  "Top 
Forty  Under  40,"  Style  Magazine's  listing  of 
young  professionals  who  give  back  to  their 
community.  Daly  was  recognized  for  her 
work  with  R.E.A.C.H.  (Richmond 
Enhancing  Access  to  Community  Health 
Care),  which  helps  connect  140,000  unin- 
sured people  in  the  metro  area  with  pri- 
mary and  specialized  medical  care. 

"There    because 
they    care." 

That's  how  Jackie  Keith  described  guests 
at  the  Rainbow  Gala  in  September.  The 
Gala  is  the  annual  fundraising  event  for  ASK 
(Association  for  the  Support  of  Children 


With  Cancer),  and  Keith  was  one  of  the 
original  organizers  of  the  event.  Almost  300 
guests  attended  the  event,  which  was  held 
at  the  Omni.  The  gala  raised  approximately 
$100,000  for  ASK,  which  provides  services  to 
famiUes  and  children  at  VCU  Medical  Center. 

Making    cancer    drugs 
available    for    l  o  w - 
income    patients 

Massey  Cancer  Center  is  one  of  two  Virginia 
hospitals  to  receive  free  vials  of  Taxol  as  a 
result  of  a  legal  settlement  v^ith  drug  manu- 
facturer Bristol-Myers  Squibb.  Between  1,000 
and  2,000  patients  will  receive  the  cancer- 
fighting  drug  at  no  charge.  "Cancer  treat- 
ment is  very  expensive,"  noted  Andrea  Butier, 
a  spokesperson  for  Massey.  Taxol  costs 
between  $6,000  to  $10,000  per  patient. 

To  qualify  for  the  free  Taxol,  patients  must 
meet  certain  tests  regarding  insurance.  Medicare 
and  Medicaid,  and  household  income. 

Tennis   stars   raise   money 

FOR     cancer     research 

The  second  annual  Anthem  LIVE!  Tennis 
Expo,  held  in  September,  featured  world- 
ranked  tennis  stars  Serena  Williams  and  Jen- 
nifer Capriati,  along  with  Meghann  Shaugh- 
nessy  and  Alexandra  Stevenson,  in  a  sellout 
event  that  attracted  more  than  6,600  specta- 
tors. The  match  and  related  events  raised 
more  than  $370,000  for  the  Massey  Cancer 


Serena  Williams  and  Jennifer  Capriati 


m 


2     0     0     5 


Center,  making  it  the  Center's  largest  single 
fundraiser. 

Anthem's  goal  is  to  raise  $1  million  for 
the  Massey  Cancer  Center. 

Medical    Campus 
students    support 
honor   code 

When  the  Commonwealth  Times  interviewed 
students  recently  about  VCU's  honor  code, 
Medical  Campus  students  were  quick  to  voice 
their  options.  Tabetha  Bowen,  a  pre-nursing 
sophomore,  and  junior  Toby  Campbell,  a 
health  education  major,  said  that  enforcing 
the  Honor  Code  would  not  hurt  VCU's 
image.  Lindsay  Jacobs,  a  first-year  pre-nurs- 
ing student,  agreed,  saying  that  enforcement 
"shows  that  VCU  is  not  a  slack  school."  Tia 
Hill-Cherry,  a  graduate  nursing  student,  said 
that  enforcement  "helps  show  sports  aren't 
everything.  Academics  come  first." 

VCUHS     PROFESSOR 
ASSISTS     D E C I S  I  O  N- M A K i N G 
PROCESS 

Two  health  care  providers,  MediCorp/Shel- 
tering  Arms  of  Richmond  and  national  giant 
HealthSouth,  are  competing  for  the  right  to 
build  a  rehabilitation  hospital  in  Fredericks- 
burg. Michael  J.  McCue,  DBA  and  professor 
in  the  Department  of  Health  Administra- 
tion, School  of  Allied  Health  Professions,  is 
consulting  with  MediCorp/Sheltering  Arms 
during  the  process.  Results  are  expected  by 
the  end  of  December. 

Relief    for    children 
with    sleep    apnea 

In  children,  sleep  apnea  can  f 

cause  development  delay,  fail- 
ure to  thrive,  cardio-respiratory 
complications  and  behavioral 
disorders.  Removing  the  tonsils 
and  adenoids  resolves  these 
problems.  Ron  B.  Mitchell, 
MD,  director  of  Pediatric  Oto- 
laryngology-Head  and  Neck 
Surgery,  presented  a  paper  at 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Oto- 
laryngology-Head  and  Neck 
Surgery  Foundation  documenting  "Out- 
come of  Adeno tonsillectomy  for  Obstructive 
Sleep  Apnea  in  Children  under  Three 
Years."  The  paper  was  co-authored  by  James 
Kelly,  PhD,  from  the  University  of  New 
Mexico  Health  Sciences  Center. 


VCU    CO 

SUMMIT 


SPONSORS 


Cecilia  Boardman 


Ron  Mitchell 


VCU  sponsored  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Virginia  Biotechnology  Association  when 
that  group  met  in  McLean  in  October.  More 
than  450  people  were  in  attendance.  For 
more  information  about  the  summit,  visit 
www.vabio.org. 

Treatment   with 
inotropic    agent 
reduces    hospital 
mortality    rate 

Patients  with  congestive  heart 
failure  who  are  treated  with 
nesiritide  experience  higher 
survival  rates  and  lower  hospital 
stays,  according  to  a  recent 
study.  Michael  A.  Crouch, 
PharmD,  associate  professor 
of  Pharmacy  &  Medicine,  was 
senior  author  of  the  study.  The 
study's  findings  were  summa- 
rized in  a  British  journal  Med- 
ical News  Today. 

Doctor,    author, 
humanitarian 
elected    to    office 

Rao  Ivatury,  MD,  director  of 
trauma  and  critical  care  surgery 
at  VCUHS,  was  elected  treasur- 
er of  the  Physicians'  Injury  Reduction  Coali- 
tion, a  state-wide  advocacy  group. 

Safer    alternatives? 

There  are  more  than  4,000  chemicals, 

including  more  than  200  toxins, 
at  least  40  of  which  are  cancer- 
causing,  in  cigarette  smoke.  The 
Atlanta  Journal-Constitution 
recendy  cited  a  VCU  study 
demonstrating  that  a  new 
tobacco  product.  Advance, 
reduces  one  of  those  toxins 
'     by  half.  The  decrease  has  been 
compared  to  the  difference 
between  falling  out  of  a  14th- 
story  window  and  a  12th-story 
window. 
In  related  news,  comparative  data  from 
surveys  administered  by  VCU  (and  other 
groups)  show  a  significant  decrease  in  the 
number  of  middle  and  high  schools  students 
who  smoke. 

VCU    studying    use 
OF    artificial    blood 

Ambulances  don't  usually  carry  real  blood  - 
it  spoils  too  easily  and  it  takes  too  much 


time  to  match  up  blood  types.  PoIyHeme,  on 
the  other  hand,  lasts  up  to  a  year  and  is  com- 
patible with  all  blood  types.  VCU  is  studying 
the  use  of  the  artificial  blood  with  critically 
injured  people  en  route  to  hospitals. 

Younger    women 

at    risk    for    cancer 

Twenty  to  25%  of  all  breast 
cancer  patients  are  under  45, 
according  to  Thomas  Smith 
MD'89HS,  professor  and  chair 
of  VCUHS's  Division  of  Hema- 
tology-Oncology.  And  breast 
cancer  patients  often  experience 
self-consciousness  and  a  sense 
of  emptiness,  says  Cecilia 
Boardman,  MD  of  the  gyneco- 
logical oncology  department, 
even  if  they  have  not  undergone 
surger)'.  Drs.  Smith  and  Board- 
man  were  interviewed  in  the 
October  edition  of  Richmond 
Magazine,  which  included  an 
artists'  rendering  of  VCU  Med- 
ical Center's  new  surgical  wing 
designed  especially  for  women. 

Keeping    the 
smallest    ones 

HEALTHY 


Influenza  kiUs  36,000  people  in 
the  U.S.  each  year.  A  nasal-spray  vaccine  is 
available  for  use  in  children  aged  5+.  Soon, 
younger  children  may  have  a  vaccine  of 
their  own. 

The  Department  of  Pediatrics  is  one  of 
300  sites  nationwide  where  the  effects  of  a 
nasal-spray  flu  vaccine  are  being  tested  on 
children  from  6  months  to  5  years  of  age.  A 
total  of  7,000  children  are  expected  to  enroU 
in  the  phase  III  clinical  trial. 

DrUGMAKERS     CAUGHT 
OVERCHARGING 

Hospitals  like  VCUMC  that  treat  large  num- 
bers of  indigent  patients  are  entitled  to  drug 
discounts  as  mandated  by  federal  la^^•.  Inves- 
tigators from  the  Office  of  the  Inspeaor 
General  at  the  Department  of  Health  & 
Human  Services  have  found,  ho\\'ever  that, 
drugmakers  overcharged  low-income  phar- 
macy pro\iders  by  more  than  IS^o.  That 
translates  into  S40  million  in  overcharges  - 
in  a  single  month. 

"Many  of  us  have  suspected  there  are 
problems,"  said  .Andy  \Vilson,  PharmD, 
director  of  pharmac)'  ser\ices  at  VCLHS. 
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'Member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
'Life  Member  of  ttie  MCV  Alumni  Association 
of  VCU 


•John  Fitzgerald  '^BMO  has  been 
retired  from  private  practice  since 
1992.  Over  the  past  12  years  he  has 
been  working  as  a  Preceptor  with  the 
residents  in  Ophthalmology  at  the 
University  of  Rochester  School  of 
Medicine.  Fitzgerald  lives  in 
Rochester,  NY. 

•Lloyd  Moss  Sr.  41 MD  celebrated  in 
October  2003,  10  years  of  the  Moss 
Free  Clinic  located  in  Fredericksburg, 
VA.  The  clinic  was  named  after  Moss 
because  his  vision  "for  helping  people 
extended  way  beyond  the  patients  in 
his  practice:  He  sought  a  way  to  pro- 
vide health  care  for  the  working 
poor."  The  clinic  is  staffed  by  volun- 
teer doctors,  nurses,  and  pharmacists 
who  see  over  1,400  patients  per  year. 
"The  Moss  Free  Clinic  is  a  wonderful 
example  of  volunteerism  and  com- 
munity spirit  at  its  best." 
*Ray  Paret  '45DDS  recently  gave  a 
large  donation  to  the  Massey  Cancer 
Center  for  its  prostate  cancer  research 
program.  Paret  and  his  family  live  in 
Marco  Island,  FL. 
••Ralph  Riffenburgh  '47M0  was 
recently  recognized  in  his  hometown 
paper,  Pasadena  Star-News  for  his  50 
years  of  service  to  the  community.  At 
81  Riffenburgh  is  still  working,  "he 
has  never  missed  a  day  of  work  due  to 
illness  in  50  years,"  said  Lorri  John- 
son, office  manager.  "Everything  he 
does,  he  does  so  well.  He's  so  down- 
to-earth,  and  he's  more  active  than 
anyone  else  in  this  office.  He's  an 
amazing  person,  an  inspiration."  "But 
few  people  could  boast  about  a  life 
full  of  such  activity.  Riffenburgh  is  a 
veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the 
Korean  War,  a  physician,  teacher, 
writer,  philanthropist,  reserve  police 
officer  and  pUot.  When  asked  about 
his  thoughts  of  Alaska,  Riffenburgh 
said,  "Oh,  I've  never  been  to  Alaska, 
I'm  saving  that  for  when  I'm  old." 


Vital  Signs 


•Edward  Woolridge  Jr.  '57DDS  was 

very  helpful  in  the  aftermath  of  9/11. 
There  were  many  Spanish  speaking 
citizens  who  died  due  to  9/1 1.  He  was 
called  to  duty  to  serve  as  a  language 
translator  so  bodies  could  be  identi- 
fied. He  is  also  a  forensic  dentist. 
Woolridge  spent  eight  months  in 
New  York  helping  out.  He  currently 
lives  in  BeUehaven,  NC. 


Brian  Dorsk  '68MD  has  retired  from 
the  practice  of  Medical  Oncology  at 
Maine  Medical  Center.  He  now 
"keeps  a  hand  in"  by  teaching  med- 
ical students  three  days  per  week, 
while  pursuing  his  great  interest  in 
wine.  His  response  as  to  how  he 
became  interested  in  wane,  is  that 
"practicing  oncology  drove  me  to 
drink."  He  travels  around  the  country 
to  attend  wine  tastings  and  confer- 
ences. He  teaches  wine  courses  and 
writes  the  occasional  food  articles  for 
several  magazines.  His  "long  suffering 
wife,  Hillary,  has  hung  up  her  legal 
shingle  and  has  become  a  jewelry 
designer."  They  have  two  children  is 
college  and  one  still  at  home.  Even 
though  the  two  boys  are  taller  than 
their  dad,  all  of  the  kids  continue  to 
give  hugs  on  demand,  and  some- 
times, even  without  prompting." 
Rufus  Gordon  '67MD  was  recently 
reappointed  to  Old  Dominion  Uni- 
versity's College  of  Health  Sciences 
as  an  adjunct  clinical  professor  for 
family  medicine.  Gordon  also  prac- 
tices medicine  at  Prompt  Medical  in 
South  Boston,  VA. 
Joseph  Levasseur  '67MD  was 
recently  named  Chairman  of  the 
Goochland  Free  Clinic.  Levasseur 
and  his  family  live  in  Rockville,  VA. 
Myron  Levine  '67MD  has  joined  the 
VaxGen's  Board  of  Directors.  Levine 
is  expected  to  play  an  important  role 
in  advising  the  company  as  it  launches 
large-scale  clinical  studies  and 


advances  its  product  candidates 
through  licensure  and  into  interna- 
tional markets.  He  is  the  Co-Founder 
and  Director  of  the  University  of 
Maryland  School  of  Medicine's 
Center  for  Vaccine  Development. 
Robert  Mosby  Jr.  '61MD  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Medicine  by  Governor  Warner.  Mosby 
is  a  pediatrician  at  Adantic  Pediatric 
Specialists  in  Virginia  Beach. 
Samuel  Showalter  '69MD  is  work- 
ing part-time  with  Green  Valley 
Family  Practice  Clinic  and  has  also 
assumed  the  role  of  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  the  Mennonite  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. The  Association  is  a  600- 
member  fraternal  organization  of 
Mennonite  physicians,  dentists  and 
medical,  dental  students.  Showalter 
lives  in  Harrisonburg,  VA. 
•Peter  Trager  '68DDS  was  recently 
elected  President  of  the  Georgia 
Board  of  Dentistry.  Trager  has  served 
on  the  board  since  2001. 


John  Akers  '74DDS  recentiy accom- 
panied a  group  of  dental  students  to 
the  Dominican  Republic  to  assist  the 
students  with  their  first  "hands-on" 
experience.  "It  was  great  to  be  there 
and  see  you  were  helping  people.  But 
it  was  also  a  chance  to  be  with  these 
bright  kids  who  soaked  up  informa- 
tion like  sponges."  Akers  is  an  oral 
surgeon  in  Ormond  Beach,  FL. 
•Ellen  Byrne  ■77BS/P    SSODS 
'91PhD(P&T)/M  is  the  Assistant  Dean 
for  Academic  Affairs  for  the  School  of 
Dentistry  at  VCU. 

C.  Dale  Elliott  '74MD  a  cardiologist 
from  the  Heart  South  Cardiovascular 
Group  based  in  Alabama,  has  joined 
the  staff  of  Vaughan  Regional 
Medical  Center. 

Shirley  Goad-Blanchard  '75BS 
( 0  T )/ A  H  was  recognized  as  a  2004 
Woman  of  Distinction  for  communi- 
ty service  by  the  YWCA.  She  also 
received  the  Mary  Lucretia  Creighton 
Award  from  Father  John  Schlegel, 
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IN  PRACTICE  

Marilyn  Tavenner  '85BSN'89MHA 

Rising  To  The  Top:  A  Career  in  Nursing  Leads  to  the  Presidents  Office 


By    Deveron    T i m b e r I  a k e 


If  she  knew  as  a  student  what  she  knows  now,  Marilyn  Tavenner 
'83BSN'89MHA,  says  she'd  do  it  the  same  way.  By  enroUing  twice 
on  the  MCV  Campus,  she  pursued  degrees  that  set  her  remarkable 
career  trajectory  in  motion. 

Tavenner  is  Group  President  for  Outpatient  Services  for  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America  (HCA),  responsible  for  company-wide 
operations  of  freestanding  outpatient  facilities,  ambulatory  surgery 
centers  and  diagnostic  centers.  This  position  is  her  latest  promotion 
vrithin  the  corporation,  where  she  also 
has  served  as  President  of  HCA's  Central 
Atlantic  Division  and  CEO  of  Chippen- 
ham Medical  Center- Johnston  Willis 
Hospital  in  Richmond. 

She  began  as  a  staff  nurse  in  hospitals 
in  Charlottesville  and  Petersburg,  making 
her  ascent  into  the  top  echelon  of  corpo- 
rate health  care  more  unusual.  "I  had  to 
prove  that  I  could  do  it  being  a  woman, 
and  being  a  nurse  was  a  double  wham- 
my,"  she  says.  "There  are  all  these  stereo- 
types out  there,  but  it  created  within  me 
a  desire  to  work  harder." 

A  suggestion  from  a  nursing  professor 
at  MCV  made  the  difference,  Tavenner 
explains.  "At  the  time,  Barbara  Mark 
was  teaching  Nursing  Management.  She 
suggested  I  move  into  a  generalist  man- 
agement program,  which  shared  organi- 
zational behavior  and  other  courses 
with  the  nursing  program.  That  was  a 
great  move,  because  it  prepares  you  to 
really  do  about  anything,  whether  it's  in 
insurance  or  the  health  care  industry  or 
physician  practices." 

Tavenner  regards  her  academic  expe- 
rience at  MCV,  in  which  she  earned  a 

BSN  in  1983  and  an  MHA  in  1989,  as  pivotal.  "One  of  the  biggest 
things  is  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  graduates,  and  that's  a  big 
resource,"  she  says.  "My  peers  and  the  generation  before  me,  that's 
something  you  can't  always  get  in  other  programs,  and  that's  a  huge 
plus.  Sometimes  I  think  we  undervalue  it.  The  program  does  have 
national  recognition  and  the  classes  are  small  enough  that  everyone 
knew  most  everyone."  As  they  move  on  to  practice  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  graduates  remain  connected,  she  adds. 

"The  way  the  program  is  designed  was  a  huge  help  for  me," 
Tavenner  continues.  "My  background  was  nursing  prior  to  going  to 
grad  school  so  I  had  clinical  expertise  but  I  needed  financial  knowl- 
edge -  how  do  you  prepare  budgets,  how  do  you  measure  products 
from  a  financial  perspective.  Accounting,  capital  projects,  learning 
to  read  budgets  and  understand  the  cost-drivers  for  health  organiza- 
tions, all  of  that  was  important." 


Tavenner  says  she  also  learned  the  significance  of  interpersonal 
skills.  "The  program  has  a  great  deal  built  around  organizational 
behavior,  how  to  influence  people  and  how  to  get  a  team  of  clinical 
and  non-clinical  people  to  want  to  move  an  agenda  forward." 
Additionally,  Tavenner  credits  the  faculty  with  setting  high 
standards.  "The  overall  experience  of  the  faculty,"  she  says,  "and 
their  involvement  in  national  academic  programs,  those  teaching 
tools  were  very  important"  to  her  professional  growth. 

Now  she  focuses  on  implementing 
cultural  change.  This  involves  building 
partnerships  with  individual  physicians 
in  different  markets  and  emphasizing 
the  desire  of  many  consumers  to  receive 
services  in  outpatient,  rather  than  hospital, 
settings.  "With  today's  technology  and 
drugs,  and  with  back-up  from  a  good 
hospital  as  needed,  that's  a  big  part  of 
the  answer"  to  the  future  of  the  indus- 
try, she  says. 

When  she  speaks  to  medical  students 
now,  Tavenner  offers  three  fundamen- 
tals to  success.  "Interpersonal  skills  are 
huge,"  she  says.  "You've  got  to  have  the 
ability  to  get  along  with  others,  and  you 
can't  use  computers  for  ever^lhing.  It's 
all  about  sales.  When  you're  managing 
something,  you're  in  sales." 

Secondly,  students  need  to  under- 
stand finances.  "You  need  to  know  at 
least  the  basics  to  be  able  to  talk  in  that 
arena,"  she  advises. 

"Third,  you  need  to  take  some  risks. 
I  like  being  out  in  that  risk  area.  ^And 
you  also  need  to  be  involved  in  your 
community  and  business  organiza- 
tions," she  suggests. 
Tavenner  is  past  president  of  the  Virginia  Hospital  Association, 
and  a  Fellow  in  the  American  College  of  Healthcare  Executives.  She 
serves  on  numerous  civic  and  professional  boards.  "I'm  really  bullish 
on  Richmond  and  want  to  see  it  do  well,"  she  says. 

As  her  career  path  continues  to  lengthen  wth  honors  and 
achievements,  Tavenner  expresses  gratitude  to  her  former  professors 
and  the  corporation  that  has  recognized  her  skills,  "^\^len  I  went 
back  to  VCU  as  an  undergraduate  to  get  my  degree  in  nursing,  I  had 
no  clue  I'd  end  up  here,"  she  mar\'els.  "It's  been  ver\-  amazing." 

De\'eron  Timberlake  is  a  local  writer  and  editor  whose  credits  include 
editor  o/BaySplash  magazine,  a  regional  quarterly  that  covers  Vir- 
ginia's Chesapeake;  writer  for  House  Beautiful  Home  Remodeling  & 
Decorating,  Virginia  Li\ing  and  St\'le  Weekly. 
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President  of  Creighton  University. 
The  award  is  the  highest  award 
bestowed  on  women  faculty  from  the 
University.  It  is  given  in  honor  of  ser- 
vice to  women  and  the  community. 
Goad-Blanchard  teaches  neurological 
and  orthopedic  rehabilitation  in  the 
department  of  occupational  therapy 
and  provides  pro  bono  occupational 
therapy  services  to  the  underserved 
and  underinsured.  She  developed  a 
church-based  health  intervention 
program  to  meet  some  of  the  needs 
facing  many  communities  today  that 
include,  having  low  energy  levels,  hav- 
ing no  time  to  participate  in  regular 
physical  activities.  Goad-Blanchard  is 
the  author  and  facilitator  of  the 
Healthy  Church  Project. 
Woody  Hanes  '79BS/N  '87MED 
(A&S)/E  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Virginia  Board  of  Nursing  by  Governor 
Warner.  Hanes  is  program  director  of 
the  Virginia  Area  Health  Education 
Centers  Program  in  Dillwyn,  VA. 
Damien  Howell  'yyiVlSIPD/AH  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board 
of  Health  Professions  by  Governor 
Warner.  Howell  is  a  self-employed 
physical  therapist  in  Richmond. 
••Michael  Lake  '73MD  "I  continue 
my  general  urological  practice  in 
Columbus,  GA  where  I've  been  since 
getting  out  of  the  Navy  in  1981.  My 
wife  and  I  have  five  children  and  four 
grandchildren." 

Mark  Okusa  '79MS(P&B)/M  '82MD 
has  been  promoted  to  Professor  of 
Medicine  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  is  currently  the  Vice  Chief 
and  Director  of  Research  in  the  Divi- 
sion of  Nephrology.  Okusa  is  active  in 
chnical  practice  in  the  area  of  general 
nephrology.  His  research  interest  is  in 
acute  kidney  failure  which  is  currently 
supported  by  grants  from  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health. 
Sandra  Sparks  Robinson  '70BS/P 
has  been  awarded  the  Bowl  of  Hygeia 
for  outstanding  community  service  by 
the  Delaware  Pharmacists  Society. 
Robinson  is  employed  by  the 
Delaware  Hospital  for  the  Chronically 
III.  She  currently  serves  as  Chairperson 
of  the  Delaware  Board  of  Pharmacy 
Nominations  Review  Board. 
Jim  Walkenbach  'yaMSIBPl/M  has 
written  An  Owner's  Guide  to  the 
Human  Body.  "Walkenbach  uses  his 
conversational  style  and  humor  to 


present  knowledge  he  has  gained  over 
decades  of  nutritional  and  chiropractic 
practice."  Walkenbach  speaks  around 
the  country  on  topics  of  nutrition 
and  general  health,  as  well  as  explain- 
ing how  and  why  magnets  must  work 
to  relieve  pain. 

Glenn  Voung  '73DDS  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Dentistry  by  Governor  Warner. 
Young  is  a  dentist  with  Hilton  and 
Young  Dentists,  Inc.  in  Christians- 
burg,  VA. 


*Toni  Aust  'BSBS/P  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Pharmacy  by  Governor  Warner.  Aust 
is  a  relief  pharmacist  and  owner  of 
Toni  Aust  Pharmacist  Relief  Service 
in  Salem,  VA. 

••Patricia  Bernal  '80BSIRN- 
BSN)/N  -giMS/N  was  awarded  the 
Community  Leadership  Award  by 
Virginia  Commonwealth  University 
Health  System  where  she  is  employed 
as  a  Chnical  Administrator. 
Ann  Buckland  Borchelt  '88BS/P 
and  Bret  Borchelt  '91MD  are  cele- 
brating the  birth  of  Benjamin  David 
on  January  15,  2004.  Ben  joins  twin 
sisters,  Caroline  and  Julia,  age  4.  Bret 
is  a  cardiothoracic  surgeon  practicing 
at  Forsyth  Medical  Center  in  Win- 
ston-Salem, NC. 

Matthew  Borst  'SIMD  is  Director 
of  Gyn  Oncology  at  Good  Samaritan 
Hospital  in  Phoenix.  He  also  is  on 
faculty  with  the  University  of  Arizona 
College  of  Medicine. 
Jeanne  Cartier    BSMS/N  successfully 
defended  her  dissertation  and 
received  her  PhD  in  May. 
Christopher  Dadlez  '80MHA 
(HA)/AH  has  been  appointed  Presi- 
dent and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of 
Saint  Francis  Hospital  and  Medical 
Center.  Saint  Francis  Hospital  is  a  617- 
bed  acute  care  hospital  -  the  largest 
Cathohc  hospital  in  New  England. 
••Bruce  DeGinder  '88DDS  was 
recently  elected  vice  president  of  the 
Academy  of  General  Dentistry.  He 
has  served  the  AGD  in  numerous 
capacities,  including  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Academy  Council 
on  Constitution,  Bylaws  and  Judicial 
Procedures,  and  has  been  a  speaker 
at  numerous  Leadership  Conferences. 


DeGinder  is  currently  serving  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Virginia  Dental  Associa- 
tion and  is  a  general  dentist  practicing 
in  Williamsburg,  VA. 
Meera  Gokli  ■84DDS  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Dentistry  by  Governor  Warner.  GokU  is 
in  the  private  practice  of  pediatric  den- 
tistry and  orthodontics  in  Richmond. 
•William  Griffin  '83DDS  has  been 
named  President-Elect  of  the  Christ- 
ian Dental  Society. 
Wendy  Jenvey  'SaBS/N  recendy 
presented  two  topics:  "Observational 
Study  of  Delirium  Prevalence  over  the 
Course  of  Mechanical  Ventilation" 
and  "Commonly  Used  Sedation 
Assessment  Tools  Do  Not  Predict 
Extubation  Outcome"  for  the  May 
meeting  of  the  American  Thoracic 
Society  2004  Conference.  Jenvey  is  the 
Clinical  Research  Coordinator  for  the 
Pulmonary  and  Critical  Care  Division 
at  Virginia  Commonwealth  University 
Health  Systems. 

•Norah  Knutsen  'BBCertlO/AH  and 
••Deborah  MacArthur  Repp  ■72BFA 
(FD)/A  are  co-owners  of  the  Rich- 
mond based  company.  Mature 
Options,  an  independent  geriatric 
nursing  practice.  "As  a  geriatric  clinical 
nurse  specialist,  I  found  it  troubling 
that  frightened  patients  were  being 
discharged  from  the  hospital,  after 
major  illnesses  and  surgeries,  while 
they  were  still  incredibly  sick,  said 
Knutsen.  "I  identified  the  need  for 
somebody  in  the  community  to  walk 
patients  and  their  famihes  through  all 
the  different  steps  and  stages  of  con- 
valescence and  help  them  to  make 
informed  decisions  concerning  their 
overall  treatment  and  care." 
James  McGhee  '81MD  was  recently 
promoted  to  Colonel  in  the  US  Army. 
In  1998  he  was  named  Dean  of  the  US 
Army  School  of  Aviation  Medicine 
until  he  assumed  command  of  the 
Army's  Aeromedical  Research  Lab  in 
March  2003. 

David  Molowa  'BBPhDIPSD/M  has 
been  named  senior  healthcare  analyst 
covering  biotechnology  for  the  UBS' 
U.S.  Equity  Research.  Molowa  was 
previously  with  JP  Morgan  covering 
biotechnology  since  2000.  In  2003,  he 
ranked  as  a  runner-up  on  Institutional 
Investor's  All-America  team. 
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Raj  Narayan  '82HS-NS/M  was 
recently  re-elected  as  Vice  Chair  of  the 
Mayfield  Clinic's  Board  of  Directors. 
Keith  Norton  'SZIVID  iscurrentlya 
forensic  pathologist-at-large  for  30 
counties  in  southwest  Missouri.  His 
wife,  Patricia  enjoys  quilt  history  and 
genealogy  as  well  as  being  a  stay  at 
home  Mom. 

Karen  Ransone  '88MS(P)/M  '92MD 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Virginia 
Board  of  Medicine  by  Governor 
Warner.  Ransone  is  a  pediatrician  at 
Riverside  Fishing  Bay  Family  Practice 
in  Deltaville,  VA. 

Patricia  Raymond  '86MD  was  the 
2004  recipient  of  the  YMCA's  Women 
of  Distinction  Award  for  Medicine. 
Raymond  is  the  author  of  Chicken  Soup 
for  the  Caregiver:  Stories  to  Inspire  Care- 
givers in  the  Home,  The  Community  and 
the  World.  Chicken  Soup  for  the  Care- 
giver's Soul  offers  inspiring  and  uplift- 
ing stories  about  the  work  of  caregivers, 
their  power  to  transform  lives,  and  the 
motivation  to  overcome  challenging 
days.  Raymond  is  currently  Associate 
Professor  of  Clinical  Internal  Medicine. 
"Catherine  Saunders  '76BS 
(SW)/SW  'SaMSIGI/AH  was  recently 
recognized  as  one  of  the  twenty-five 
top  realtors  in  the  Richmond  region 
of  Long  and  Foster  Realtors  (and  there 
are  approximately  800  agents).  She 
was  also  ranked  in  the  top  five  percent 
of  all  residential  real  estate  profession- 
als in  America  by  the  Realty  Alliance. 
*Charles  Schraa  '82BS/P  '93DPhA 
married  Kristin  Paul  on  February  14, 
2004.  The  couple  Uves  in  Richmond. 
Timothy  Sielalf  '89MD  has  been 
named  medical  director  of  Abbott 
Northwestern  Hospital's  Virginia  Piper 
Cancer  Institute.  Sielaff  specializes  in 
surgery  of  the  Uver,  pancreas  and  bile 
ducts.  He  is  a  nationally  recognized 
expert  in  minimally  invasive  Uver  and 
pancreas  surgery  and  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate for  multidisciphnary  disease  spe- 
cific cancer  care  teams.  He  is  currently 
an  associate  professor  of  Surgery  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  Medical 
School  and  a  member  of  the  University 
of  Minnesota  Cancer  Center. 
**Mariiyn  Tavenner  '83BS(RN- 
BSN)/N  ■89MHA(HA)/AH  was  named 
Richmond  YWCA  Woman  of  the 
Year  in  Business  for  2004.  Tavenner 
is  Group  President  of  Outpatient 
Services  at  HCA,  she  is  the  only 


female  division  president  in  HCA's  1 1 
divisions.  She  has  supported  clinical  ini- 
tiatives for  more  efficient  patient  care, 
including  digitizing  radiology  images. 
•Joseph  Weaver    ^IBS/P  was  pro- 
moted to  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the 
United  States  Air  Force.  He  is  cur- 
rently director  of  pharmacy  at  Patrick 
Air  Force  Base  in  Satellite  Beach,  FL. 
Weaver  successfully  completed  the 
Executive  Fellowship  in  Patient  Safety 
Program,  His  program  has  received 
national  attention  culminating  in  the 
following  awards:  2004  American 
Pharmacists  Association  Foundation 
Pinnacle  Award,  2003  United  States 
Air  Force  Pharmacy  Research  Project 
of  the  Year,  2003  American  Society 
of  Health-system  Pharmacy's  Best 
Practice  Award,  just  to  name  a  few. 
Weaver  will  be  attending  the  Glaxo- 
SmithKline  Executive  Management 
Program  for  Pharmacy  Leaders 
through  the  Wharton  School  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  this  year. 
Bryan  White  ■82PhD(IVl&l)/M  was 
recently  awarded  the  Faculty  for 
Excellence  in  Research  and  the  Karl  E. 
Gardner  Outstanding  Undergraduate 
Adviser  Awards  by  the  University  of 
Illinois  Extension's  and  CoUege  of 
Agricultural.  His  research  has  been 
supported  by  nearly  $5  million  in 
competitive  grants  from  the  USDA 
or  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy. 
White  is  a  professor  of  microbiology. 
Judith  Woods  '77BS(C)/Hum&Sci 
'81PhD(P&T)/IVI  has  been  named  vice 
president  for  legal  affairs  and  chief 
patient  counsel  vnth  Trubion  Phar- 
maceuticals, Inc.  Woods'  primary 
responsibUity  is  to  expand  and  manage 
the  company's  patent  estate.  Trubion 
is  a  biopharmaceutical  company  that 
focuses  on  the  discovery  and  develop- 
ment of  medicines  to  treat  inflamma- 
tory diseases  and  cancer. 


Tiffeny  Anderson  '94BS/N  married 
Mark  Thomas  on  May  28,  2004.  The 
couple  lives  in  Midlothian,  VA. 
James  Balseral<  '90MD  temporarily 
left  his  post  as  chief  of  surgery  at  Tus- 
con  Medical  Center  to  serve  as  a  sur- 
geon in  Iraq.  He  also  is  the  State  Air 
Surgeon  for  the  Arizona  Air  National 
Guard.  As  a  Senior  Flight  Surgeon  we 
attend  to  the  medical  needs  of  both 


"our  flyers  and  our  support  persfjnncl. 
Christine  Bong  '99Cert(A)/M 
■04MD(P)/M  will  be  applying  for  a 
pediatric  residency  position  at  MUSC 
in  2005,  after  spending  this  year  with 
her  son,  Mathias.  Gary  Bong 
'99Cerl(A)/M  '04IVID(P|/M  and 
Christine  live  in  Charleston,  SC. 
••Amy  Bridgers  'gSBSIDHl/D  and 
••Lance  Grenewicki  '93DDS  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  birth  of 
Anna  Lavonne  on  June  8,  2004. 
The  family  lives  in  Melbourne,  FL. 
••Linda  Campbell    ^TBSIEI/B 
■02MHAIHA)/AH  received  her  PhD 
in  the  Executive  Program.  Campbell 
lives  in  Richmond. 

Glenda  Cardillo  '90BS|B)/Hum&Sci 
'95IVID  recently  completed  her  resi- 
dency in  Preventive  Medicine  at 
UCSD  and  received  her  masters  in 
Public  Health  from  SDSU.  Cardillo 
and  their  two  children  moved  to 
Hawaii  to  be  with  her  husband,  John, 
who  is  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 
Brian  Carter    gyBS/P  married  Beth 
Sharpe  on  April  4,  2004.  Carter  is 
employed  with  Wilcox  Memorial 
Hospital  as  a  pharmacist  in  Lihue,  HI. 
••Carole  Descovich  '91BS/N  and 
••Bill  Descovich  '94005  are 
pleased  to  welcome  Sophia  Marie, 
born  on  April  12,  2004.  Sophia  joins 
brothers,  Nicholas  and  Andrew.  The 
family  lives  in  Orchard  Park,  NY. 
•Joy  Oraper  '93MO  married  William 
Invin  V  on  July  24,  2004.  The  couple 
lives  in  Richmond. 
Sheryl  Duff    giMSIHAl/AH  married 
Samuel  Highfill  on  March  13,  2004. 
The  couple  Uves  in  Mechanicsville,  VA. 
Charles  Glass  ■98MD  has  joined  the 
Williamstown  Medical  Associates  and 
the  medical  staff  of  North  Adams 
Regional  Hospital  in  Williamstown,  MA. 
Rebecca  Sutorius  Hassel 
■98MS(PT)/AH  and  husband,  Wyatt 
are  pleased  to  annoimce  the  birtli  of 
Abigail  EUzabeth  on  January'  9,  2004. 
The  family  lives  in  Lima,  OH. 
Cheryl  Anthony  Hubbard  '99MD 
andCarlos  Hubbard  '01PhO|A)/M 
'Omi  0  are  currently  li\ing  in  Shaker 
Heights,  OH.  Cher\-1  recently  com- 
pleted her  residencv-  in  Radiolog)'  and 
is  an  attending  radiologist  %dth  Mar%'- 
mount  Hospital  and  Carlos  completed 
a  resideno'  in  Internal  Medicine.  He 
is  a  cardiology"  fellow  at  the  Cleveland 
CUnic  Foundation. 


David  Karaffa  '99MD  was  the 

keynote  speaker  for  the  36th  annual 
commencement  ceremony  at  Blue 
Ridge  Community  College  of  which 
he  is  an  alumnus.  Karaffa  is  a  neurol- 
ogist with  Shenandoah  Valley  Neuro- 
logical Associates  in  Fishersville,  VA. 
Susan  Lin  '90MS(OT)/AH  and  her 
husband  are  pleased  to  welcome 
David  in  December  2003.  Lin  is  work- 
ing part-time  at  Shenandoah  Univer- 
sity and  is  serving  as  VOTA  Bylaws 
Chair  and  member  of  the  AOTA 
Approved  Provider  Program  Com- 
mittee. The  family  hves  in  Round 
Hill,  VA. 

**Allison  Lucas  '93BS/P  and**Tini 
Lucas  '9365/?  were  pleased  to  wel- 
come Kylee  Ann  on  July  21,  2004.  The 
family  lives  in  Cloverdale,  VA. 
*Aniy  Lucl<eydoo  '93BS(B) 
/Hum&Sci  '97IVID  and  husband, 
Robert  Moats  are  happy  to  announce 
the  birth  of  Hadley  Elise  on  February 
25,  2004.  Luckeydoo  has  joined  the 
staff  of  Smith  and  Fleischer  Pediatric 
Group  in  Chillicothe,  OH. 
Courtney  Sawyer  McGowen 
■97BS/N  received  her  MSN  from 
Northeastern  University  in  Boston 
MA  and  is  working  as  an  Acute  Care 
Nurse  Practitioner. 
Eugenia  McPeel<  '9GIVID  and  hus- 
band, Edwards  are  pleased  to  welcome 
IsabeUa  Alexis  on  February  29,  2004. 
The  family  lives  in  Cleveland,  OH. 
Katlierine  Harreil  Norman 
'96BS(RN-BSN)/N  and  William 
Norman    BSBSIASMI/B  are  living  in 
Richmond.  Katherine  is  working  on 
her  MS  in  Nursing  and  is  teaching  at 
Southside  Regional  Medical  Center's 
School  of  Nursing.  William  is  work- 
ing for  Wachovia  in  their  business  call 
center  and  volunteers  with  missions 
overseas  through  West  End  Assembly 
of  God  each  year. 
Noelle  Parsons    SBBSIP  recently 
became  Mrs.  NoeUe  Parsons  Laney 
and  lives  in  Williamsburg,  VA. 
"Lynda  Rabon  '90Cert|G|/AH 
■94MS(G|/AH  is  now  Mrs.  Lynda  R. 
McNeely  after  her  recent  marriage. 
Deborah  Raines  '92PhD/N  has  been 
tenured  and  promoted  to  full  profes- 
sor at  Florida  Atlantic  University. 
**Jov  Wachsmann  Rayfield 
■97BS/P  and*"W.  Berkley  Rayfield 
'96BS/P  are  pleased  to  announce  the 
addition  of  Winston  Eyre  on  February 


18,  2004.  The  famUy  lives  in  Cape 
Charles,  VA. 

••Timotby  Robertson    ^aBS/P 
married  Eleanor  Miller  on  May  29, 
2004.  Robertson  is  employed  with 
Ukrop's  Pharmacy.  The  couple  lives 
in  Glen  Allen,  VA. 

Leslie  Rule  '99MD  married  Michael 
Trcka  on  July  30,  2004.  Rule  is  a 
physician  at  Northwest  Family  Physi- 
cians and  Trcka  is  a  pUot  for  Sun 
Country  Airlines.  The  couple  lives 
in  Saint  Louis  Park,  Minn. 
Troy  Schaffranek  'geBSICLSj/AH 
and  Marsha  Coward  '99BS(BA|/B 
■03Cert(HRM)/B  were  married  on 
February  21,  2004.  The  couple  lives  in 
Glen  Allen,  VA. 

Maulik  Shah  '91BS(B)/Hum&Sci 
'97PhD/M  and  his  wife  are  happy  to 
announce  the  birth  of  Sophia  on  June 
16,  2004.  Shah  is  a  clinical  geneticist 
and  cancer  researcher  at  Saint  Louis 
University  Cancer  Center. 
**Mark  Taylor  '97IVID  has  earned  his 
board  certification  in  Hospice  and 
Palliative  Medicine.  Taylor  lives  in  Big 
Stone  Gap,  VA. 

Julie  Watkins  '96AS(RT)/AH  mar- 
ried Brian  Lundblad  on  April  1 7, 
2004.  The  couple  lives  in  Richmond. 
Brian  Williams  '95MD  is  currently  a 
practicing  partner  in  emergency  med- 
icine in  Denver,  CO. 
John  Zakaib  '99MD  is  Chief  Cardiol- 
ogy Fellow  at  the  Cleveland  Clinic 
Foundation.  "I'm  planning  to  purse 
further  training  in  Cardiac  Electro- 
physiology." 


Jessica  Allison  '02MPH(PHM)/M 

exchanged  vows  with  Michael  Myers 
on  August  14,  2004.  The  couple  now 
lives  in  Richmond. 
Kourosh  Baghelai  '04HS-M  has 
joined  the  staff  of  Lakeland  Regional 
Health  System  and  Frederick  Levine 
MD  at  Lakeshore  Cardiothoracic  and 
Vascular  Surgery.  Baghelai  is  a  cardio- 
thoracic surgeon. 

•Erin  Bosher  'OIMD  married  Joseph 
Payne  on  October  10,  2004.  Bosher  is 
a  resident  in  anesthesiology  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  Ann  Arbor  and 
Payne  is  leader  of  investment  with 
Huntington  Bank  of  Farmington  Hills. 
The  couple  Uves  in  Ann  Arbor,  ML 


April  Brooks  ■02BSICLSI/AH  mar- 
ried Thomas  Mundie  on  April  24, 
2004.  The  couple  Hves  in  Tappahan- 
nock,  VA. 

Melanle  Burkes  '03BS/N  married 
David  Cooke  on  May  22,  2004.  The 
couple  lives  in  Richmond. 
Thomas  Cox  OIMS/N  '04PhD(H)/N 
published  four  papers  last  year  and 
presented  two  papers  in  Australia  in 
November. 

Leigh  DeLair  '97MS(P&T)/M  '01MD 
andSean  DeLair  'OIMD  have  relo- 
cated to  Sacramento,  CA  where  Sean 
transferred  to  University  of  California 
at  Davis  to  continue  his  Urology  Resi- 
dency training.  Leigh  has  accepted  a 
position  with  Sutter  Medical  Group 
in  Elk  Grove,  CA  and  practices  out- 
patient family  medicine.  Leigh  drove 
her  two  horses  cross-country  after 
graduating  from  Chesterfield  Family 
Practice  this  past  summer. 
Mark  Diefenderfer  '03DDS  andErin 
Burns  'OIBSIFI/B  were  married  on 
May  22,  2004.  Diefenderfer  is 
employed  vvrith  **W.  Baxter  Perkin- 
son,  Jr.  '70DDS  and  Associates  and 
Burns  is  employed  with  Marsh  USA, 
Inc.  The  couple  lives  in  Richmond. 
Jacquelyn  Garrett  '02BS/N  married 
Christopher  Wilmoth  on  August  28, 
2004.  The  couple  lives  in  Midlothian,  VA. 
•Shelley  Gilbert  '01BS/N  married 
Charles  Woodley  on  August  13,  2004. 
GUbert  is  pursuing  a  master  of  science 
degree  and  family  nurse  practitioner 
licensure  and  is  employed  as  an  emer- 
gency room  RN  with  Chippenham 
Johnston  Willis  Medical  Center.  The 
couple  lives  in  Midlothian,  VA. 
Melissa  Goldsberry  '02BS/N  and 
Stanley  Branham  '01BS(IS)/B 
were  married  on  August  10,  2004. 
Currently  Goldsberry  is  a  pubHc 
health  nurse  for  Fairfax  County  and 
Branham  is  a  software  engineer  for 
Northrop  Grumman  Information 
Technology.  The  couple  lives  in 
Fairfax,  VA. 

Scott  Goodove    OIDDS  married 
Amy  Sroka  on  November  15,  2003. 
Goodove  is  currently  enrolled  in 
Seton  Hall  University's  Oral  Maxillo- 
facial Surgery  Residency  program. 
The  couple  lives  in  Secaucus,  NJ. 
Dmitry  Gorelik    OSMD  is  currently 
working  as  a  USAF  Flight  Surgeon  for 
the  43  Medical  Group  Squadron  in 
Fayetteville,  NC. 


Severin  Kenyon  ■04BS/N  married 
Frank  Yaccarino  on  October  16,  2004. 
Kenyon  is  employed  with  Henrico 
Doctors'  Hospital  and  Yaccarino 
owns  and  operates  his  own  pharmacy 
in  Mechanicsville,  VA. 
Jean  Kim  'OOMD  recently  completed 
her  psychiatric  residency  at  Mt.  Sinai 
in  New  York  City  and  started  as  an 
impatient  attending  there  in  July. 
Angela  LeStourgeon  '02MS|PT|/AH 
married  Abel  Parker  on  October  9, 
2004.  The  couple  Hves  in  Richmond. 
Rebecca  Manry  '03DPhA  and 
Anthony  Lovelace  '03DPhA  were 
united  in  marriage  on  April  7,  2004. 
Manry  is  employed  as  a  pharmacy 
manager  and  Lovelace  is  a  pharma- 
cist, both  with  CVS  Corporation. 
The  couple  lives  in  Stafford,  VA. 
Caroline  Martin  '01MS(A)/M  cele- 
brated her  one  year  anniversary  to 
DarreU  Eakes  on  July  19th.  The  cou- 
ple lives  in  Richmond. 
*Shelly  McComas  '02DPhA  has  relo- 
cated to  Oahu,  HI  "courtesy  of  the 
United  States  Navy."  She  works  for 
Wahiawa  General  Hospital  located  in 
the  middle  of  the  Dole  and  Del  Monte 


pineapple  fields.  McComas'  husband 
is  stationed  at  Pearl  Harbor  NSCA. 
Kimberly  Palinski  'OOMPH(PH|/M 
■04MO  plans  to  marry  Brad  Kuchinski 
on  July  23,  2005. 
Lauren  Wood  '02MHA(HA)/AH 
married  Earl  Blalock  II  on  April  17, 
2004.  Wood  is  employed  by  McdiCorp 
Health  System  and  Blalock  is  with 
Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Company 
of  Virginia.  The  couple  lives  in  Fred- 
ericksburg, VA. 


DEATHS 


Correction 

It  was  misprinted  in  the  Summer 
2004,  Jane  Spicer    ySBSIPTI/AH  is 
alive  and  doing  well. 


Anne  Mahoney  '29Cert/N  ofRich- 
mond,  on  July  2,  2004.  Mahoney 
worked  vWth  the  Richmond  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  for  34  years, 
first  as  a  home  nursing  instructor  and 
then  as  supervisor  of  nursing  services. 


She  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Visitors  for  the  Medical  Cf>ilege  of 
Virginia  and  served  on  the  MCV 
Advisory  Board.  Mahoney  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  MCVs  School  of 
Nursing  and  the  Alumni  Association, 
which  named  its  nursing  conference  the 
"Annual  Mahoney-Hamner  Nursing 
Alumni  Lectureship."  The  Alumni 
Association  and  the  Schrjol  of  Nurs- 
ing are  grateful  for  all  her  support. 
Mahoney  was  97. 


•Kenneth  Byrne  '37^10  ofFallston, 

MD  in  February  2004. 

E.  Paris  Ewart  '30BS/N  ofPort 

Charlotte,  FL  on  September  15,  2004. 

Ewart  was  a  staff  nurse  in  the  Spinal 

Cord  Injury  department  of  McGuire 

Veterans  Administration  Medical 

Center.  She  was  married  to  George 

Ewart  '42MD. 

Mabel  Garrett  ■37BS/N  ofFairbom, 

OH  on  August  29,  2004. 

•Victor  Goodside  'SIMD  ofMount 

Vernon,  NY  on  March  17,  2004  at  the 

age  of  97. 


iGot  an  itch  to  get  another  degree,  broaden  your  knowledge       : 
or  expand  your  career  options? 

Call  us  and  find  out  what  opportunities  await  you  at  VCU.  The  numbers  for  each  program  are  listed  below. 


School  of  Allied  Health  Professions       828-7247 

Health  Administration  828-9466 

Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences  828-9469 

Occupational  Therapy  828-22 1 9 

Physical  Therapy  828-0234 

Radiation  Sciences  828-9 104 

Gerontology  828-1565 

Patient  Counseling  828-0540 

Nurse  Anesthesia  828-9808 

Rehabilitation  Counseling  828- 1 1 32 

School  of  Dentistry  828-9184 

Admissions  828-9196 

Continuing  Education  828-0869 

Dental  Hygiene  828-9096 

School  of  Medicine  828-9788 

Admissions  Office  828-9629 

Graduate  Education  828-8366 

Continuing  Medical  Education  828-3640 


School  of  Nursing 

Admissions  Office 
Graduate  Programs 

School  of  Pharmacy 

Admissions 
Graduate  Programs 
Continuing  Education 

Office  of  Admissions 
(Academic  Campus) 

Office  of  Graduate  Admissions 
(Academic  Campus) 

MCV  Campus  Records 
and  Registration 


828-0724 
828-5171 
828-3474 

828-3000 
828-3000 
828-3819 
828-3003 

828-1222 

828-6916 
828-1349 
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••Helen  Matyiko  Lehman  'SaCert/N 
of  Mechanicsville,  VA  on  June  24, 
2004.  Lehman  was  a  registered  nurse 
for  the  Richmond  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Hospital.  She  was  88. 
Robert  Roberson  'SOIVID  ofWay- 
nesville,  NC  on  October  20,  2004. 
Roberson  practiced  medicine  for  52 
years  before  retiring  in  1981  to 
become  director  of  the  health  depart- 
ment until  1985.  Roberson  was  mar- 
ried to  Eunice  for  69  years  before  her 
death  in  2003.  He  was  101. 
Jack  Wexler  'asMD  of  Sarasota,  FL 


Key  To  Abbreviations 

Alumni  are  identified  by  year 
degree/school 

Degrees: 

A  S  Associate's  Degree 

CERT  Certificate 

B  S  Bachelor  of  Science 

DDS  Doctor  of  Dentistry 

D  H  Dental  Hygiene 

Diet  Dietetic  Intern 

DphA  Doctor  of  Pharmacy 

HS  House  Staff 

MD  Doctor  of  Medicine 

M  H  A  Master  of  Health  Administration 

M  N  A  Master  of  Nurse  Anesthesia 

MS  Master  of  Science 

PC  Post-Certificate 

P  b  D  Doctor  of  Philosophy 

SW  Social  Work 

Schools: 

AH        Allied  Health 

CLS  Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences 

G       Gerontology 

HA    Health  Administration 

H  AE  Health  Administration  Executive 

HCMHealth  Care  Management 

HSO  Health  Services  Organization 

MT    Medical  Technology 

NA    Nurse  Anesthesia 

OT    Occupational  Therapy 

PC     Patient  Counseling 

PT     Physical  Therapy 

RC     Rehabilitation  Counseling 

RS     Radiation  Sciences 
B  Business 

B  H        Basic  Health  Sciences 
D  Dentistry 

E  Education 

EN         Engineering 
H&S      Humanities  and  Sciences 

B       Biology 

C       Chemistry 
M  Medicine 

A       Anatomy 

BC    Biochemistry 

M&l  Microbiology  and  Immunology 

P       Physiology 

P&T  Pharmacology  and  Toxicology 

0       Otolaryngology 
MC        Mass  Communications 
N  Nursing 

NP    Nurse  Practitioner 

RN-BSN  Registered  Nursing- 
Bachelor's  Science 
NTS      Nontraditional  Studies 
P  Pharmacy 

St.P      St.  Philip  School  of  Nursing 
SW       Social  Work 


on  May  13,  2004.  He  was  proud  to 
have  been  a  graduate  of  MCV,  said 
his  wife,  Ruth  Wexler. 
•Hazael  Williams  'aSIVID  ofWay- 
nesboro,  VA  on  July  21,  2004.  He 
practiced  medicine  in  Staunton,  VA 
for  more  than  40  years.  He  also 
served  as  team  physician  for  Robert  E. 
Lee  High  School's  football  and  bas- 
ketball teams  for  42  years.  Williams 
was  affectionately  known  as  "Dr. 
Joe."  In  1989,  he  received  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Award  from  the 
National  Interscholastic  Athletic 
Administrators  Association.  Dr.  Joe 
was  90. 


Evelyn  Berry    ^SCerllSt.  P)/N  of 
Detroit,  Ml  on  November  3,  2003. 
Alice  Booth  '43BS/N  ofRichmond, 
on  July  9,  2004.  Booth  was  the  first 
person  to  receive  a  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence in  nursing  from  MCV.  She 
worked  as  a  registered  nurse  at  MCV 
until  her  retirement.  She  was  83. 
Stuart  Chilcoft  'ISDOS  ofFreder- 
icksburg,  VA  two  days  after  his  80th 
birthday,  on  May  29,  2004.  Chilcott 
was  a  longtime  member  of  the  ADA, 
VDA  and  Northern  Virginia  Dental 
Society  for  55  years. 
•Vernon  Cofer  Jr.  '48MD  ofVirginia 
Beach  on  September  26,  2004. 
Millard  Doyle  'laDDS  of  Chesa- 
peake, VA  on  April  25,  2004  at  the 
age  of  91.  Doyle  practiced  dentistry 
in  Norfolk  for  more  then  57  years. 
Doyle  was  a  member  of  the  ADA, 
VDA  and  the  Tidewater  Dental  Asso- 
ciation for  more  than  60  years.  He 
was  the  widower  of  Julia  Doyle 
■42BS/N. 

Hazel  Henderson  Garner  '48Cert 
(PHNI/N  ofRichmond,  on  August  25, 
2004.  She  is  survived  by  many  friends 
and  family  including  her  son,  James 
Garner  III   '82BS(MS)/Huni&Sci 
'86MS(MC)/MC  '90MSIMS) 
/Hum&Sci.  Garner  was  81. 
Marjorie  Harris  MSHS-M  ofPied- 
mont,  CA  in  April. 
••George  Hayden  '45MD  ofRich- 
mond, on  May  15,  2004.  Hayden 
practiced  otolaryngology  for  more 
then  50  years.  Hayden  started  his 
private  practice  and  professorship  at 
MCV  in  the  1950's.  He  also  served  on 
the  staft"  of  Richmond  Eye  and  Ear 


Hospital  and  St.  Mary's  Hospital. 
"Hayden  introduced  to  our  state  new 
and  innovative  procedures  for  hear- 
ing loss,"  said  Dr.  Sismanis,  professor 
and  chairman  of  otolaryngology  head 
and  neck  surgery  at  VCUHS.  The 
annual  Hayden  Otology  Symposium 
has  been  held  at  MCV  each  June  since 
1982.  In  1998,  the  George  Douglas 
Hayden  Professorship  was  established 
in  his  name  by  the  MCV  Foundation 
to  raise  funds  for  otology  research 
and  clinical  training.  Hayden  was  82. 
Flora  Headen  '41Cert(PHN|/N  of 
Richmond,  on  May  12,  2004.  She 
was  89. 

George  Killinger  ■43DDS  ofRaleigh, 
NC. 

Julia  Longerbeam  '42BS/N  of 
Culpeper,  VA  on  February  2,  2003. 
William  Moncure  '49MD  ofRich- 
mond, on  June  30,  2004.  He  was  a 
former  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Virginia  Society  of  Anesthesiology. 
Moncure  was  78. 

Clarence  Montgomery  Jr.  '41BS/P 
of  South  Hill,  VA  on  April  29,  2004. 
Montgomery  was  a  pharmacist  and 
co-owner  of  Montgomery  Drug  Store 
for  40  years.  After  his  retirement,  he 
relocated  to  St.  Petersburg,  FL  where 
he  enjoyed  fishing  and  volunteer 
work  at  a  local  hospital.  He  was  86. 
John  Moorman  Jr.  '40MD  ofMar- 
tinsviUe,  VA  on  September  14,  2003. 
He  retired  from  OB/Gyn  practice  in 
1987.  Moorman  leaves  behind  many 
friends  and  family  members  includ- 
ing, Wilbur  Moorman  '43DDS. 
••Joseph  Parker    ^OMD  ofRich- 
mond, on  May  24,  2004.  Over  many 
years,  he  taught  thousands  of  medical 
and  nursing  students,  interns  and  res- 
idents at  the  MCV  and  Stuart  Circle 
Hospitals,  while  helping  thousands  of 
women  and  delivering  thousands  of 
babies  in  his  medical  practice.  He  was 
a  fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology,  and 
served  on  several  other  professional 
and  social  organizations.  His  oldest 
son,*^Joseph  Parker  Jr.  '62MD 
stated  at  Parker's  retirement  party, 
"Your  role  in  the  cosmos  has  been 
full  and  productive.  Life  has  been 
positively  influenced  by  your  pres- 
ence. We  thank  you  for  all  you  have 
done  for  us  (your  children),  the  legacy 
of  your  life." 


IN  PRACTICE  

Maulik  R.  Shah  '97MD,  PhD 

Looking  For  a  Cancer  Link 


By    Alissa    M.     Poole 
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ne  of  the  country's  only  adult  geneticists,  34-year-old  Maulik  R. 
Shah  '97MD,  PhD,  may  also  be  one  of  the  youngest.  While  most 
geneticists  focus  on  pediatrics.  Shah,  a  clinical  geneticist  and  cancer 
researcher  at  Saint  Louis  University,  says  there  is  a  growing  need  to 
focus  on  adult  patients  as  life  expectancy  increases.  Many  children 
with  rare  genetic  disorders  are  hving  longer  because  of  improved 
technology,  he  says,  and  those  patients  need 
to  be  able  to  see  a  doctor  who  understands 
their  genetic  problems. 

Shah  estimates  that  he  spends  30  percent 
of  his  time  seeing  patients  in  two  half-day 
clinics  each  week.  Patients  come  from  all 
over  the  country  and  world  for  Shah's  diag- 
nosis and  treatment,  many  to  determine 
their  susceptibiUty  to  various  forms 
of  cancer. 

In  addition  to  seeing  patients.  Shah 
serves  as  a  clinical  instructor  in  the  division 
of  medical  genetics  at  Saint  Louis  University 
and  leads  a  team  of  researchers  and  students 
in  the  cell  and  gene  therapy  laboratory  at 
Saint  Louis  University  Cancer  Center.  His 
current  work  involves  researching  cancer 
gene  therapy  to  "improve  on  tumor  cell 
vaccines  by  creating  special  viruses  that 
allow  the  immune  system  to  recognize  cancer  better."  We  are 
"developing  treatments  to  be  given  prior  to  surgery  to  prevent  cancer 
from  coming  back,"  he  explained.  Shah  hopes  to  escalate  his  research, 
which  has  been  tested  on  animal  models,  to  clinical  trials  soon. 

Shah  discovered  his  interest  in  science  while  doing  undergradu- 
ate research  at  VCU  in  the  late  1980s.  After  graduating  magna  cum 
laude  in  1991,  the  biology  and  chemistry  major  enrolled  in  the  newly- 
formed  MD/PhD  program  at  MCV. 

"I  was  interested  in  incorporating  science  into  traditional  med- 
ical training,"  Shah  recalls  when  asked  why  he  chose  the  seven-year, 
dual-degree  program.  "It's  a  very  unique  tract  that  trains  people  in 
the  art  of  science." 

During  the  summer  between  his  first  and  second  year  of  medical 
school.  Shah  attended  a  conference  in  Aspen,  Colorado  where  he 


met  Dr.  Ken  Culver.  Culver,  who  conducted  the  first  clinical  trial  on 
human  gene  therapy,  had  a  lab  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
and  agreed  to  support  Shah's  research.  Although  students  are  gener- 
ally expected  to  complete  their  research  at  MCV,  Shah  was  able  to 
complete  his  lab  training  at  NIH  and  became  involved  in  the 
research  for  the  first  cancer  gene  therapy  trial. 

"MCV  allowed  me  to  go  to  NIH  instead 
of  insisting  that  I  stay  on  campus,"  Shah 
says,  "and  put  my  interest  as  a  student  above 
those  of  the  university." 

After  receiving  his  degrees  from  MCV, 
Shah  began  a  residency  in  internal  medicine 
at  Baylor  College  of  Medicine.  He  followed 
the  clinical  investigator  pathway,  a  special 
residency  tract  that  allowed  him  to  compress 
his  clinical  training  from  three  to  t\vo  years 
and  devote  more  time  to  research.  During 
the  three  years  he  spent  conducting 
research,  Shah  completed  a  fellowship  in 
medical  genetics  and  decided  to  pursue  a 
career  in  cUnical  genetics. 

One  of  two  adult  geneticists  in  Saint 
Louis,  Shah  is  recognized  as  a  national  and 
local  expert  on  cancer  and  gene  therapy.  He 
has  been  interviewed  by  most  of  the  local 
television  affiliates  and  continues  to  publish  medical  papers  ^^^th 
physicians  from  around  the  country,  including  at  MCV. 

Shah's  years  at  Baylor  not  only  introduced  him  to  his  future 
career,  they  also  introduced  him  to  his  v?ife,  Priya  Gopalan,  MD, 
PhD,  an  internal  medicine  resident  at  Washington  Universit)-  in 
Saint  Louis.  Shah  and  Gopalan  welcomed  their  first  child,  daughter 
Sophia,  in  June  2004. 

Alissa  Poole  is  a  freelance  writer  and  public  relations  consultant  in 
Richmond.  She  has  won  numerous  state  awards  for  her  public  relations 
projects  and  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  chapter  i''     H-  Public  Rela- 
tions Societ}'  of  America. 
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•Leonard  Policoff  '421^0  ofBerke- 
ley,  CA  on  January  3,  2004.  He  was 
the  first  resident  to  graduate  in  Physi- 
cal Medicine  at  MCV.  He  was  board 
certified  in  Internal  Medicine  and 
practiced  in  Richmond  for  many 
years.  Policoff  was  85. 
Harold  Ratal  ■43MD  of  Wilmington, 
DE  on  August  31,  2004.  He  was  a  spe- 
cialist in  cancer  treatment  and  served 
as  Medical  Director  for  the  Cancer 
Detection  Center  of  the  Delaware 
Division  of  the  American  Cancer 
Society.  "He  was  always  available  to 
see  a  patient,  day  or  night,  whether  or 
not  the  patient  had  insurance  or  no 
insurance,"  said  Dr.  David  Piatt,  who 
worked  with  Rafal  at  Wilmington 
General  Hospital.  He  was  85. 
Christian  Siewers  ■44IVID  ofHUls- 
borough,  NC  on  March  11,  2004. 
John  Sinnett  '45MD  of  Nevrton,  NC 
on  August  22,  2004.  He  practiced 
medicine  for  54  years,  47  of  which 
were  in  Catawba  County,  NC. 
Richard  Williams  '46MD  ofKil- 
marnock,  VA  on  May  22,  2004.  After 
serving  many  years  in  the  military 
Williams  returned  to  Richmond  to 
practice  ophthalmology  with  Dr. 
DuPont  Guerry  III.  He  also  had  a 
private  practice  on  Glen  Forest  Drive 
for  a  few  years  before  moving  to  Kil- 
marnock. It  was  said,  "He  loved  med- 
icine and  enjoyed  his  patients."  "He 
enjoyed  nature,  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
and  all  things  coastal.  The  slow  pace, 
relaxed  manner  and  people  of  the 
Northern  Neck  were  a  joy  to  him." 
After  retirement,  Williams  became  a 
volunteer  physician  for  the  Northern 
Neck  Free  Health  Clinic,  seeing 
referred  patients  for  several  years. 
Williams  was  80. 
Albert  White  '48008  of  Cocoa 
Beach,  FL  on  August  1 1,  2003.  White 
was  a  member  of  the  ADA,  VDA  and 
the  Northern  Virginia  Dental  Society 
for  55  years.  He  was  85. 


•D.  Robert  Bennett  'S4MD  of 

Burlingame,  CA  on  February  17,  2004. 
Claude  Camden  '5200S  ofMar- 
tinsville,  VA  on  February  4,  2003. 
Kenneth  Clark  'BOMD  of  Charleston, 
WV  on  April  15,  2004.  Clark  joined 
the  Air  Force  in  1955  as  a  Captain. 
Clark  was  a  flight  surgeon  and  spe- 


cialized in  transporting  polio  patients 
in  Iron  Lungs  from  overseas  and  did 
research  in  pulmonary  physiology  at 
the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  at 
Randolph  Air  Force  Base.  Clark  also 
served  as  Assistant  Professor  of  Inter- 
nal Medicine  and  Fellow  in  Chest 
Diseases  and  Infectious  Diseases  at 
the  University  of  Cincinnati  College 
of  Medicine.  He  went  on  to  become 
the  Medical  Director  of  Huntington 
State  Hospital  and  later  was  in  private 
practice  in  Charleston.  Clark  was  79. 
Mills  Ooyle  II  'SIBS/P  ofBlackstone, 
VA  on  June  8,  2004.  Doyle  was  77. 
Hubert  Galford  ■55Cert(PT)/AH  of 
Hurricane,  WV  on  April  5,  2004. 
Richard  Greenbank  '51M0  of 
Annapolis,  MD  on  March  9,  2004. 
R.  Stanley  Harpine  '55MHA 
(H&HA)/AH  of  Fairfax,  VA. 
James  Hart  'BBBS/P  ofRichmond, 
on  July  9,  2004.  Hart  was  the  co-owner 
of  Bierer's  Pharmacy  in  Lexington, 
VA,  Lyle  Drug  Co.  in  Bedford,  VA 
and  the  Moneta  Pharmacy.  He  also 
worked  for  Shirey  and  Brown  Phar- 
macy Ln  Buena  Vista,  VA..  He  was  84. 
••Robert  Hux  '55IVI0  of  Leesburg,  FL 
on  July  16,  2003. 

Vernon  Nicholson  Jr.  '5000S  of 
Portsmouth,  VA  on  October  7,  2003. 
Lida  Whipple  Norman  '52BS/N  of 
Richmond,  on  Jime  7,  2004.  She  was  74. 
Arnold  Sails  'BSBSOD/AH  ofNew- 
port  News,  VA  on  March  17,  2003. 
Sails  was  an  occupational  therapist 
with  Wernersville  State  Hospital  for  a 
number  of  years. 

•Conway  Stanley  '57BS/P  ofCrozet, 
VA  on  November  24,  2003 
Benjamin  Thrailkill  Jr.  '54DDS  of 
Greenville,  SC  on  October  8,  2004. 
Thrailkill  is  a  former  legislator  from 
Horry  County  and  the  Intracoastal 
Waterway  Bridge  at  Socastee  was 
named  after  him.  He  was  the  first 
Republican  House  member  from 
Horry  County  since  Reconstruction. 
Thrailkill  practiced  dentistry  in 
Dillon,  SC  in  the  70's.  He  was  81. 
•Robert  Woods  '57005  ofRich- 
mond on  August  20,  2004. 
Ellis  Zuckerman  '54MD  ot 
Hopewell,  VA  on  July  30,  2004.  He 
practiced  internal  medicine  and  neu- 
rology. "A  very  caring  person,  Ellis 
would  make  a  home  visit  when  some- 
one needed  him,  any  time  of  day  or 
night.  He  was  a  dedicated  doctor  who 


took  time  to  Usten  to  his  patients 
and  their  needs;  and  saw  that  they 
received  the  care  they  needed." 


Gordon  Davis  '65MHA(HA)/AH  of 
Beaufort,  NC  on  July  20,  2004.  Davis 
was  the  former  Administrator  of 
Hampton  General  Hospital  in  VA. 
Davis  was  69. 

Elwood  Heilman  '64HS/M  ofWilm- 
ington,  NC  on  January  5,  2004.  He 
practiced  medicine  in  his  home  town 
of  Ida  Grove,  LA  until  he  began  his 
practice  of  Orthopedics  in 
Charleston,  WV.  He  was  87. 
••Robert  Goode  '620DS  of  Ashland, 
VA  on  April  20,  2004.  Goode  prac- 
ticed dentistry  for  the  past  41  years 
up  to  the  day  he  became  ill.  He  was 
involved  in  many  organizations 
including:  the  American  Dental  Asso- 
ciation, Virginia  Dental  Association 
and  the  Richmond  Dental  Society. 
Goode's  main  hobby  was  competitive 
rifle  shooting,  and  he  obtained  his 
highest  goal  of  "Distinguished  Rifle- 
man". He  also  had  a  great  love  for 
magic  and  celebrating  Halloween 
with  his  children.  Goode  was  71. 
Carol  Gregory  '68MHA(HA|/AH  of 
Hickory,  NC  on  October  31,  2003. 
•William   "Toby"  Merchant  III 
■67BS/P  of  The  Plains,  VA  on  May 
21,  2004.  Merchant  was  a  pharmacist 
and  nationally  known  lecturer,  and 
consultant  on  pain  management  and 
chronic  illness.  He  was  owner  and 
operator  of  The  Plains  Pharmacy.  He 
turned  the  original  three  person  busi- 
ness into  a  full-service  pharmacy  and 
medical  supply  company  with  more 
than  60  employees  serving  the  entire 
Northern  Virginia  area.  He  was 
known  in  the  area  to  personally 
respond  to  emergency  calls  to  provide 
prescriptions  or  oxygen  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  and  night.  Merchant  was  an 
expert  on  homeopathic  remedies  and 
the  compounding  of  drugs.  He  also 
served  as  a  pharmaceutical  consultant 
for  the  Washington  Redskins  in  addi- 
tion to  lecturing  on  a  wide  variety  of 
pharmaceutical  topics  across  the 
countr)'.  Merchant  was  63. 
Douglas  Roane  '800DS  of  Austin, 
TX  on  July  7,  2004. 
Carolyn  Short  ■62BS(MTI/AH  of 
Newark,  DE  on  August  10,  2002. 
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IN  MEMORY 


The    MCV    family    notes    with    sorrow    the 

PASSING     OF     these     ALUMNI     AND     FRIENDS 


Thomas  C.  Moore,  MD,  died  on  Oct.  26,  2004  at  the  age  of  73. 

From  1966-68,  Dr.  Moore  served  on  the  surgical  faculty  of 
the  Medical  College  of  Virginia,  working  with  the  late  Prof. 
David  M.  Hume  in  the  area  of  clinical  and  experimental  trans- 
plantation surgery. 

A  broadly  trained  and  broadly  based  general  surgeon.  Dr. 
Moore  was  board  certified  in  general  surgery,  thoracic  surgery 
and  pediatric  surgery;  he  held  specialty  credentials  in  vascular 
surgery  and  transplantation  surgery. 

Most  recendy.  Dr.  Moore  served  on  the  faculties  of  the  UCLA 
School  of  Medicine  and  the  Harbor  -  UCLA  Medical  Center  in 
Torrance  (CA).  Earlier  in  his  career  he  was  associated  with  Peter 
Bent  Brigham  Hospital  and  Children's  Hospital  in  Boston,  Ball 
Memorial  Hospital  (Muncie,  IN)  Indiana  University,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Kentucky  and  the  University  of  Cambridge  (England). 
For  four  years,  Dr.  Moore  worked  with  the  National  Institute 
of  Health  Surgery  Study  Sections  with  responsibilities  in  organ 
preservation  and  transplantation  immunobiology.  He  was  a  pub- 
lished author,  having  written  "Neurovascular  Immunology" 
(1993)  and  "Challenges  in  Pediatric  Surgery"  (1994). 

He  was  a  U.S.  Navy  veteran. 

Dr.  Moore  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  University  Sur- 
geons, the  American  Surgical  Association,  the  British  Society  for 
Immunology,  the  British  Association  of  Pediatric  Surgeons,  the 
American  Association  of  Thoracic  Surgery,  the  American  Pedi- 
atric Surgical  Association,  the  American  Association  of  Immu- 
nologists  and  the  Society  for  Neuroscience. 

Dr.  Moore  hved  in  Palos  Verdes  Estates,  California  for  the 
past  38  years.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  first  wife  and  a 
son.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  25  years,  Mary  Elizabeth;  four 
children  from  his  first  marriage,  and  five  grandchildren. 

Daniel  A.  Herbert  '66PhD,  died  on  Sept.  28  of  liver  cancer.  He 
was  61  years  old. 

Mr.  Herbert  founded  Richmond  Apothecaries  more  than  27 
years  ago;  at  its  peak,  the  company  operated  five  pharmacies.  He 
was  president  of  the  American  Pharmacists  Association,  and  had 
served  terms  of  office  as  president  of  the  Virginia  Pharmacists 
Association  and  the  American  College  of  Apothecaries.  He  served 
on  the  board  of  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia  Foundation. 

Mr.  Herbert's  commitment  to  quality  customer  care  was  leg- 
endary. His  pharmacies  were  among  the  first  to  monitor  choles- 
terol levels,  blood  pressure  readings  and  blood  sugar  levels,  and 
to  offer  bone-density  screenings  to  customers.  He  helped  the 
American  Pharmacists  Association  push  for  Medicare  coverage 
for  these  and  related  services,  because  he  believed  that  pharma- 
cists had  an  important  role  to  play  in  patient  education  and 
support.  Mr.  Herbert's  leadership  was  well-recognized:  in  1993, 
he  was  named  Innovative  Practitioner  of  Virginia,  and  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  2003  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy  Alumni  Star. 

Mr.  Herbert  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  children,  and  other 
family  members. 

The  American  Pharmacists  Association  Foundation  is  accept- 
ing contributions  to  the  Daniel  Herbert  Incentive  Grant  Fund  in 
his  memory.  Checks  can  be  sent  to  APAF,  2215  Constitution 
Ave.,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20037. 


Harold  Winfred  Kimmerling  '53MD,  died  on  Oct.  7,  2004  in 
Dallas,  aged  77.  Born  in  Roanoke,  Dr.  Kimmerling  served  in  the 
U.S.  Navy  as  a  corpsman  during  World  War  11, 
reaching  the  rank  of  lieutenant  j.g.  in  the  Naval 
Reserves.  He  practiced  medicine  in  Dallas  for 
37  years  at  Baylor  University  Medical  Center 
until  his  retirement  in  1996,  and  was  a  found- 
ing staff  member  at  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Dr.  Kimmerling,  an  internist  and  cardiolo- 
gist, held  membership  and  leadership  posi- 
tions in  a  variety  of  medical  organizations, 
including  the  presidency  of  the  Dallas  Academy 
of  Internal  Medicine. 

In  2003,  Dr.  Kimmerling  was  named  Alumnus  of  the  Year  on 
the  occasion  of  his  50th  reunion.  Of  all  his  professional  honors, 
he  was  proudest  of  that  achievement. 

Dr.  Kimmerling  and  his  wife,  Martha,  established  the  Harold 
and  Martha  Kimmerling  Chair  in  Cardiolog)'  at  VCUHS. 

Dr.  Kimmerling  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  children  and 
a  brother. 

The  Medical  College  of  Virginia  Foundation  is  accepting  gifts 
in  memory  of  Dr.  Kimmerling. 

Robert  Conrad  McAllister,  MD  '96MS  '03MD,  died  on  July  6, 
2004  of  progressive  lymphoma  at  the  age  of  32.  A  native  of 
Fairfax,  he  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Susan  Hammack  McAllister, 
his  father,  brother,  and  other  family  members. 

The  R.  Conrad  McAllister,  MD  Scholarship  Fund  has  been 
established  at  the  MCV  Foundation.  The  fund  will  award  an 
annual  scholarship  in  Dr.  McAllister's  name. 

Charles  Allen  Easley,  Jr.,  MD  '32MD,  was  97  when  he  died  on 
July  5,  2004.  Born  in  Bluefield,  WV,  he  was  stiH  practicing  medi- 
cine well  into  his  80s. 

After  internship  at  Charleston  (WV)  General  Hospital,  he 
became  Medical  Director  for  the  DuPont  Company  in  Belle 
(WV).  He  returned  to  MCV  to  specialize  in  surger}-  in  1936.  In 
1940,  he  moved  to  Danville,  where  he  practiced  for  the  next  59 
years,  interrupting  his  work  only  to  join  the  LT.S.  Army  Medical 
Corps  during  World  War  II. 

Dr.  Easley  was  a  member  of  the  Medical  Societ}-  of  \'irginia, 
the  American  College  of  Surgeons,  the  International  College  of 
Surgeons  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Easley's  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in  1993.  He  is  s\ir\-i\ed  by 
three  children,  eight  grandchildren,  and  five  great  grandchildren. 

Contributions  in  his  memor)'  can  be  made  to  the  Medical 
College  of  Virginia  Foundation. 

Gifts  in  memor)f  of  deceased  alumni  may  be  mailed  to: 
MCV  Foundation 
PC  Box  980234 
Richmond,  VA  23298-0234 
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Don't    Miss    Out... 

Are  you  a  member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Associa- 
tion? Don't  know?  Check  your  maihng  label  on 
this  issue  o(  Scarab.  If  it  has  "MCVAA"  above  your 
name,  you're  already  eligible  for  the  following 
membership  benefits. 

■  Low  Cost  Internet  Service  now  featuring  a 
nationwide  plan 

■  Discounts  on  borrowing  privileges  at  the 
University  library 

■  Discounts  on  merchandise  and  apparel  at 
University  bookstores 

■  Playing  privileges  for  the  Thalhimer  Tennis 
Courts,  including  the  bubble 

■  Alumni  recreational  sports  membership  benefits 

■  International  auto,  hotel  and  air 
reservations  service 

■  Nationwide  car  and  hotel  discounts 

■  Discounts  on  Kaplan  courses  for  alumni  and 
their  immediate  famihes  preparing  to  take  the 
USMLE,  ORE,  GMAT,  LSAT,  MCAT,  DAT  or 
SAT/ACT 

If  you're  not  a  member,  don't  miss  out.  Join  us 
today!  Fill  out  the  membership  form  below. 


JOIN  US 

l/We  are  enclosing 

Q  $35  individual  membership  MCV  Alumni  Association 

Q  $50  joint  membership  MCV  Alumni  Association 

Or  Think  Big 

CJ  $425  individual  one  payment  Life  Membership 

Q  $525  joint  one  payment  Life  Membership 

a  $95yr,  5  payments/$475  total  individual 

Life  Membership 
a  $115yr,  5  pavments/$575  total  joint 

Life  Membership 
Q  $200  individual  Senior  Life  Membership 

{alumni  who  graduated  40+  years  ago) 
^  $250  joint  Senior  Life  Membership 

{alumni  who  graduated  40+  years  ago) 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  MCVAA  or  join  online 
at  www.vcu-mcvalumni.org. 

NAME  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) 


ADDRESS 

(check  one)  J  IV1ASTERCARD  J  VISA 

CARD  NO. 

EXPIRATION  DATE / 


Letha  Barber  ■71HS-M  of  Pittsburgh, 
PA  on  April  27th. 
Steven  Claytor  '74BS/P 
'94MS|RC)/AH  of  Gloucester,  VA  on 
October  18,  2004.  He  practiced  phar- 
macy for  25  years  and  many  years  as  a 
rehab  counselor.  "He  was  loved  and 
respected  for  his  ability  to  help  people 
in  both  fields  of  his  career." 
Ronald  Bobbins  '72BS(0T)/AH  of 
Fenwick,  MI  on  July  6,  2004.  Robbins 
was  a  retired  occupational  therapist 
and  activities  director.  He  was  84. 


Sandra  Damon  Buck  '85BS(RS)/AH 

of  SummerviUe,  SC  on  August  23, 
2004.  She  was  employed  with  Dorch- 
ester Alcohol  and  Drug  Commission 
and  worked  in  the  Women's  Intensive 
Outpatient  Program  as  a  substance 
abuse  counselor.  Buck  was  64. 
Elizabeth  Saunders  '84DDS  ofFred- 
ericksburg,  VA  on  August  11,  2004 
after  a  long  illness.  Saunders  was  a 
third  generation  dentist.  She  was 
the  granddaughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Carroll  P.  Kennedy.  She  practiced 


with  her  father  and  was  the  successor 
to  the  practice  of  Gordon  Hearne, 
DDS.  Saunders  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Dental  Association.  She 

was  47. 


Frank  Churchill  Jr.  ■93HS-P/IV1  of 
Richmond  in  Februar)'  2004. 
Churchill  was  a  child  psychiatrist  and 
taught  at  VCU's  School  of  Medicine. 

Faculty  Passings 
Franklin  Bacon  on  July  8,  2004. 
"Virginia  nurses  lost  a  friend  of  long- 
standing. His  wife,  Evel)'n  Bacon,  RN, 
an  outstanding  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Nurses  .'\ssociation  and  a  recipi- 
ent of  the  Nancy  Vance  Pin  preceded 
him  in  death.  Mr.  Bacon  served  on 
the  Planning  Committee  for  the  VNA 
Centennial  fi-om  1998  through  2001. 
Bacon  was  Dean  of  Students  at  MCV 
for  twenty  years.  After  retirement,  he 
and  Mrs.  Bacon  lived  in  Char- 
lottesville. There  he  became  well 
known  with  his  may  volunteer  activi- 
ties including  service  at  the  Char- 
lottesville Free  CHnic  and  as  an 
instructor  for  the  AARP  "Fifty-Five 
Alive"  drivers  course.  He  was  the 
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recipient  of  many  awards.  In  Decem- 
ber 2002  he  was  named  as  one  of  the 
Distinguished  Dozen  group  by  the 
Charhttcsvillc  Daily  Progress. 
James  MacMillan  of  Richmond,  on 
April  22,  2U04.  He  was  an  Assistant 
Clinical  Professor  in  the  School  of 
Medicine.  Of  the  many  family  mem- 
bers and  friends  he  is  survived  by  his 
\Wfe.  Ruth  MacMillan  '52BS/N. 
John  Ward  of  Richmond  on  October 
17,  2004.  Ward  was  a  lecturer  in 
pharmacology'  from  1960-64  and 
an  Adiunct  .■\ssociate  Professor  of 
Pharmacoloe\-  from  1982-90. 
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For  information   about  any  event, 
III  (804)  828-3900  or  (800)   MCV-7799 


MCV  Alumni 
Association  of  VCU 
Board  of  Trustees 
Meeting  -  MCV 
Alumni  House  and 
Paul  A.  Gross 
Conference  Center 


MCVAA  Nursing 
Division  Board 
Meeting  -  MCV 
Alumni  House  and 
Paul  A.  Gross 
Conference  Center 


15 


MCV  Campus  Alumni 
Reunion  Weekend  - 
Omni  Richmond 
Hotel 


Alumni  Campus 
Abroad  -  Ennis, 

reland. Includes 
Tisits  to  County 
Clare  and  Ennis 


22-24 


MCVAA  Nursing 
Division  Board 
Meeting  -  MCV 
Alumni  House  and 
Paul  A.  Gross 
Conference  Center 
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MCV  Alumni 
Association  of  VCU 
Board  of  Trustees 
Meeting  -  MCV 
Alumni  House 
and  Paul  A.  Gross 
Conference  Center 


AHl  River  Cruise  - 
Passage  of  Peter 
the  Great. 
Includes  visits  to 
the  Kremlin,  Red 
Square,  St.  Basil's 
Cathedral 

29-1 


Three  Great  Rivers 
Cruise  -  Along  the 
Lewis  &  Clark 
Discovery  Route  and 
the  Oregon  Trail 


242 


Alumni  Campus 
Abroad  -  Tuscan y- 
Pienza  -  Study 
Renaissance  Art, 
tour  olive  groves 
in  Siena,  visit  a 
winery,  explore 
Florence  „«    n 


Founders  Day 
Alumni  Stars  Dinner 
-  Science  Mnsenm 
of  Virginia 
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Alumni  in  the  News 


Community  Well  Care 
Bennie  M^cshallTOBS/N  always 
knew  that  good  health  care  had 
to  get  to  patients  lAihere  they  IKre. 
And  she  is  eftecth/e.  She  lA^as 
chosen  a  2002  Robert  Wood 
Johnson  Executive  Nurse  Felloi/y. 
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Class  Rings.  Trauel.  Insurance,  and  Other  Seruicesfor  Alumni 


H  AV  E    You 

Read    About 

THE    Latest 

Alumni    in    th 

News? 


Have    You    Visited    Our    Website    Lately? 

You  are  only  a  click  away  from 


the  following  services  at 
^0^       www.vcu-mcvalumni.org: 


Renew  your  MCVAA 
membership 

Purchase  alumni  merchandise 

i  Register  to  attend 
alumni  events 

I  Reconnect  with  your  class- 
mates through  our  alumni 
directory 


Create  your  own  class 
page  with  links  to  your 
personal  webpage 

Become  a  mentor  to  a 
current  student 

Post  and  view  class  notes 
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MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
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Richmond,  VA  23298-0156 
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